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Hello all. 

This is the very first issue of Fastcore Photos. It documents pictures 
that I've taken of fast hardcore, grindcore, and even a few doom metal bands 
throughout 2010. It's been an amazing year of music for me. I've seen and 
taken pictures of bands that I never thought I'd see in my life. Most of these 
photos were taken in D.I.Y. spaces or small local venues in Raleigh, North Caro¬ 
lina; a scattered few were taken in D.I.Y. spaces in Durham, NC, and Greens¬ 
boro, NC, as well as Richmond, Virginia, and Baltimore, Maryland. I selected 
just one picture of each band I've photographed in 2010 for this debut issue. 


I want to thank all the bands for coming through our small town, shar¬ 
ing great times, and being awesome people. Much respect to all venues and 
show promoters as well as show-goers. Huge thanks to Jace Kuhn for help¬ 
ing me with this layout. Shoutouts all around: Matt Gauck (imperial artist). 
Will Toftness (crucial crusty), Paul Sunderland (label kingpin), Ralph Ferrara 
(dreamy dude), Ira Rogers (drumming freak), and Hank Williams (show afi¬ 
cionado) ... you all keep me stoked on music. Much thanks to zines with punk 
ethics who have used my photos. Finally, and most importantly, anyone who 
strives to put forth conscious D.I.Y. effort to make local shows a blast for every¬ 
one is a huge contributor to the scene. This is for you. 


Will Butler 

wcbutler @gmail .com 

http:// www.tolivealie.com 

http://www.flickr.com/fastcore 
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Hello all. 


Looks like you’re back again! My first issue was an epic 2010 recap of 
pictures. Pastcore Photos #2 is quite different - it’s a collection of 
show reviews that I wrote for the "Wow, What A Show” column on Maxi¬ 
mum Rocknroll’s website. I’d like to thank Paul, their web coordinator, 
as well as all the lovely people at MRR. Included with these reprinted 
show reviews are photos I’ve taken that didn’t make it onto MRR’s web¬ 
site. I’ll also take this opportunity to extend thanks to Kent and Lisa 
at Ebullition. I never thought I’d do anything but give away Pastcore 
Photos #1 to friends and sell a dozen out of my webstore, so thank you 
for both for helping me with distribution. The last and most major 
thank you goes to Jace Kuhn, who did the layout front-to-back for this 
zine. Big thanks. 

n « 4 « ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Let me end with a generic punk aphorism: go out there and book a show, 
start a band, videotape a band, take pictures... do something other than 
lay in front of the television and waste your life in the stupidest damn 
ways. Ride a bike, have some fun, and when you’re done having fun... 
write your own zine and send it to me! 


Will Butler 

Pastcore Photos / To Live A Lie Records 

wcbutler@gmailcom 

http://www.flickr.com/fastcore 
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12/11/2010 - DOUBLE NEGATIVE, DEVOUR, WITH 
SURPRISE GUESTS CORROSION OP CONFORMITY 


The show was hilled as 
Double Negative and friends. 
Nothing out of the ordinary for 
a Raleigh house show. I would 
draw this out and make it nice 
and mysterious, but I’m pretty 
sure the reason you’re reading 
this is because their name is in 
the title. Unannounced, Corro¬ 
sion Of Conformity were slated 
to play a low-key house show 
with Double Negative and De¬ 
vour. Holy shit. WhenlsawCOC 
play two months ago at King’s, 
it was packed, cost me $12, and 
everyone stood around while the 
band played on stage. Tonight 
had none of those expensive, 
drab, or impersonal elements. 

I showed up at a time I 
thought was going to be a little 
late, half on purpose and half 
because my record label work is 
never-ending (like the story 


... nah nah nah, nah nah nah, nah 
nah nah). 

Turns out that I arrived 
right on time for Double Nega¬ 
tive to be loading gear into 
the dank basement of Dregg’s 
Grotto, and in little time they 
were pounding out fast blasts 
left and right. There was one 
brand new song titled "Do the 
Writhe”, which was a slower jam 
that I liked a lot. They belted 
out about four other new songs 
- newer than their recently-re- 
leased Daydreamnation LF. Good 
quality set; people were sing¬ 
ing along to the older stuff. I 
thought Kevin was pouring Four 
Loko on himself at one point... 
but then realized it was just 
water from a Sigg bottle. Over¬ 
all, a solid set. -/- doesn’t have 
off nights. 






Next up was Corrosion Of 
Conformity, who played second 
just in case cops came to the 
house. The hand is now hack to 
their Animosity-era three-piece 
lineup, which consists of Woody, 
Mike, and Reed. Their set is a 
little hazy in my hrain since 
I was somehow simultaneously 
taking pictures, recording KD 
video with my fancy new cell 
phone, and recording audio. 
Unfortunately, the audio didn’t 
record for unknown reasons. 
Things I did pick out: perpetual 
raging out, killer hair whips 
hy Sir Mullin while drumming 


(which in turn whipped me when 
I moved from the front row to 
the hack of the room), and dudes 
from Double negative with huge 
smiles on their faces. Yes, they 
played "Technocracy”. 


After their set, since I 
was right behind their drum¬ 
mer, I chatted with him for a 
second. I assume people who 
have been in bands forever are 
kind of weird when you compli¬ 
ment them. I patted him on the 
back and said they sounded 
great and that I had seen them 
previously. I was greeted with 
some fancy handshake work and 
kind words back. Later on, I 
said a similar positive remark 
to their guitarist as his arms 
were full of equipment and he 
promptly stopped and was super 
excited to interact with me, 
much as Reed had been. Another 
two notes here: (1) they played 
a free/donations suggested 
house show, and (2) they didn’t 
set up merch. So all this left me 
thinking these guys are just... 
well, there isn’t a better word 
for this, but they are sweet¬ 
hearts. Sure, they didn’t have 
to drive too far, as two-thirds 
of them live in the nearby ar¬ 
eas, but none of the hype or 28 
years of being a band have left 
these guys greedy or full of 
themselves. 


Devour went on last. The 
place thinned out a bit; not in 
a bad way, but in the perf ect- 
amount-of-people type of way. 



m 






I think they started having 
mic problems because I realized 
I couldn’t hear any of Cody’s 
vocals at one point. Mic issues 
seem to be a curse at Raleigh 


local house shows in 2010 and 
maybe beyond. I don’t imagine 
having the chance to see one of 
the founding crossover bands in 
such an intimate setting again. 



house shows. Another side note: 
the soundboard they were using 
said "Wiley PTA” on the side. Up 
until then, it was sounding awe¬ 
some ... I hope we didn’t kill some 
poor school’s sound system. 

Devour held their own, 
considering that they followed 
a crushing set from COC. Scath¬ 
ing, disjointed, dystopian psy¬ 
cho-blather. Notes of interest: 
Daniel did some cool delay pedal 
guitar loops between songs, and 
Dave was wearing a really cute 
argyle mock-turtleneck sweater. 

Abruptly, I’ll leave 
you with this: it’s been a great 
year of music for me. This show 
definitely took the cake for 













11/13/2010 - BURMA, KAKKA KATA 77, ACID REFLUX 


The first cold snap hit 
hard in November - well, as cold 
as it will get randomly around 
then in North Carolina. I got 
sick as hell for a few weeks and 
hardly went out around that 
time. One exception was a show on 
the 13th that I had been looking 
forward to for quite some time. 
I’ll admit that I’m lame and was 
not actually familiar with the 
band from Finland. I had seen 
their name before because it’s 
proudly displayed on the front 
of an MRR that lives in my bath¬ 


room. Anywho, I had managed to 
see Acid Reflux a town over about 
nine months ago and was really 
excited about seeing them again. 

I really like bands with little- 
to-no Internet presence. So on to 
the actual show... 

Kakka Kata 77, the afore¬ 
mentioned band from Finland, 
played a solid set of very clean¬ 
sounding and snotty punk. Peo¬ 
ple were getting into it, and I was 
having fun and taking pictures 
with my ADHD-addled brain. 










Next up was Acid Reflux. 

I talked to them after the show 
and found out that this was 
their last tour as a hand! So this 
was my second and last time to 
see them play. Everyone raged 
extraordinarily hard for them 
and I was pretty surprised at the 
number of people who knew their 
lyrics and were shouting along. 
Ira, who hooked the show and 
put it on at his house, was going 
insanely nuts the entire time and 
I couldn’t help hut laugh at the 
faces he was making (see the top 
picture on the opposite page for 
proof). Sparklers were affixed to 
their guitarist’s headstock while 
they played - the hand must have 
stopped through South of the 
Border. After Acid Reflux, the 
place emptied out before the last 
hand. It was unfortunate, hut I 
think the reason this happened 
was the fact that the last band 
was supposed to he a surprise 
hand and all the out-of-town 
bands had already played. 


Last to play was Burma. 
They are a group of younger kids 
who were X’ed up and seem to play 
a sort of hybrid Converge/Infest 
style. The mic (which happened 
to he my mic) got decimated dur¬ 
ing the Acid Reflux set, so Matt 
just ran around stomping and 
screaming as loud as he could. He 
somehow punched his own face so 
hard that he was bleeding at the 
end of their set. Drumming was 
on point. The night concluded 
with Acid Reflux running around 
shooting off fireworks and I 
think they all antiqued each 
other’s faces with confectionary 
sugar. All I was thinking at this 
point of the night was that I’d 
better get out of here before I 
had to put up a super rowdy band 
at my house - and that I actually 
had a really great night full 
of some varying styles of music. 
Distort Raleigh! 







9/18/2010 - OLD PAINLESS, BUY THE STEAK, 
THIEVES, AND CHEST PAIN 



OLD PAINLESS 


OLD PAINLESS 










Since there was a three 
month gap between the show and 
me writing this, a lot of the 
nuances have melted out of my 
brain. That being the case, I’m 
going to keep this short and 
sweet. This was a surprisingly 
good show, full of some bands 
you probably have never heard 
of (and at the time I had yet to 
hear). Here’s what went down in 
the dingy basement of Dregg’s 
Grotto in Raleigh on September 
18th, 2010. 

The first band to play 
was Old Painless. Their first 
show ever was the night before, 
when they played in Greensboro 
at Legitimate Business and 
opened for Hails. Let me say, 
holy crap, what a second show! 
Rewind to a couple months ago. 
I’m friends with their drummer 
Rodney and we were eating at 
Chubby’s Tacos. He was telling 
me about the new band he just 
started with Josh Dobey, Rich 
Lombardi (from Cloacal Kiss and 
The Sawtooth Grin), and Alex 
Taylor (from Stripmines). He 
dropped the word grindcore on 
me and my heart sank a little 


bit. I’m a fervent lover of grind- 
core, but any time I’ve heard that 
genre referenced in HC, it just 
means watered-down Discordance 
Axis-style music to the point 
that it is just sped-up metalcore. 
This was definitely not the case 
with Old Painless. Very technical 
grindy parts, lots of super-fast 
blasts (Rodney is a world-class 
drummer), and I really enjoyed 
Rich’s over-the-top stage pres¬ 
ence. 

After Old Painless, Buy 
The Steak took the stage (well, 
took the basement). I’d just 
started to see these folks come 
out to shows, so it was cool to 
see their band, which is female- 
fronted thrash metal from Gar¬ 
ner, North Carolina. Pun band. 

I remembered thinking their 
guitar player, Logan Holloway, 
looked like an old man in the hat 
he was wearing. Unfortunately, I 
think you can add Buy The Steak 
to a list of short-lived, defunct 
bands from the area. 

Next was an awesome 
surprise set by Thieves, who 
weren’t slated to play this show. 







I’m pretty sure this happened 
only because my roommate kept 
chanting for them to play. 

Since all the guys were at the 
show, they borrowed equipment 
and played a ripping quick set. 
Their bass player Ben loves to 
do quirky things at every show 
he plays... I remember him wear¬ 
ing a full ’80s workout getup, he 
wore a suit once, and I think he 
even wore a bear costume at one 
show. Since it wasn’t scripted, I 
think he decided to sit down in 
the comer and play bass while 
sitting Indian-style against the 
wall to add to his repertoire. 

On to how they sounded: They 
sounded awesome. Super-fast 
and thrashy hardcore. Rodney 
(yeah, the same one who drums 
for Old Painless also sings for 
Thieves) got up in my face a lot 
while I was taking pictures. 
Thieves were definitely OK this 
night. 

Last to play was Chest 
Pain. All I knew beforehand is 
that they’re a powerviolence 
band. That could mean a num¬ 


ber of things to me... much the 
same as my thoughts on grind- 
core above; however, I had high 
hopes, because they are from 
Texas. I had corresponded 
with Matt from the band a few 
times, but had somehow never 









heard them and couldn’t find 
any music online. I was very 
positively surprised with their 
style of visceral and blast¬ 
ing powerviolence. Any band 
who has a shirtless singer with 
a gauntlet on is good by me. I 
also remember the guitar player 
bending backwards so much that 
he looked like he was about to 
snap his back and Matt ended up 
chomping his bass strings at the 
very end. Quite a night for a 
show when I didn’t know what to 
expect. 













12/30/2010 - NATURAL LAW, TRAPPER, 
DETHRONED EMPEROR, DYSTROPHY, BURMA 


Perfect timing for a 
slightly out-of-town show... I 
had Priday off for Hew Year’s, 
so a show an hour away wasn’t a 
stretch. This was originally go¬ 
ing to he in a Raleigh basement, 
but due to some roommate issues, 
it got moved to a Greensboro 
show space called CPEG. The 
place itself is a dance studio 
by day, and it had some cool 
artwork up inside. Seems like a 
business where the owner is nice 
enough to let bands come play. 

Technical difficulties 
caused a short delay. I think 
a PA needed to be brought, or 
found, or set up. A large bass 
cab was then set up for vocals. 
Burma went on shortly after. 
They share members across 
Raleigh and Greensboro, so 
they are a perfect band to have 
already been booked to play in 
^Raleigh and to also play this 
SO 

















night in the other town. They 
pumped, out some jams to a room 
of smiling faces. I think I must 
have heen spoiled by Matt’s an¬ 
tics at their last show, when he 
went off - tonight, he wasn’t as 
energized and bloody, although 
a guitar was swung fairly close 
to his head a few times. There 
were shouts for a Minor Threat 
cover (but, alas, no cover). The 
great thing about Minor Threat 
is the fact that it’s really hard 
to ruin their songs - they are 
both solid and sloppy - so I al¬ 
ways enjoy seeing one covered. 


Poliowing Burma was 
Dystrophy. I was really hoping 
that this was the Cali thrash- 
punk band who put out the 
"Nice Kids” EP, but it turns 
out this particular Dystrophy 
still rules and also contains my 
friend Matt Thompson... quite 
a pleasant surprise. This Dys¬ 
trophy is a NJ-area death metal 
band. Lots of riff age - which 
had quite a few people jumping 
around and getting wild. They 
played a solid, long set and even 
covered a Death song. 

The next band I had 
never heard of before, but 
based on their look, I was highly 
interested. Dethroned Emperor 
took stage (or should I say, 
took floor). The guest vocalist 
during the Dystrophy set is on 







drums and their singer is the 
guy I noticed wearing a Cryptic 
Slaughter jacket earlier in the 
night. Kis guitar setup was su¬ 
per loud and crunchy at sound- 
check. Later on, I noticed he had 
two instrument cables coming 
out of his guitar, and that each 
cable was connected to a differ¬ 



ent head which were ultimately 
joined to the same stack. I 
talked to him afterward, as I 
was super curious about this; he 
gave me an overly-technical an¬ 
swer (most of which I’ve forgot¬ 
ten), but I do remember that he 
ran each pickup to a different 

52W 


amp head, and that he mentioned 
taking off his volume pot in 
order to run IQ out to overdrive 
the whole rig, as I recall The 
sound of this two-piece death 
metal band was more familiar to 
me than the previous band. They 
obviously draw a lot of influ¬ 
ence from early grind. Some of 
their songs contained what I 
call the "mince beat”... that re¬ 



ally awesome, slowed-down grind 
beat that Agathocles is known 
for. 

The second-to-last band 
that played was Trapper. Their 















second guitar player was nice; 
we talked earlier at this show, 
but I was in kind of a quiet 
mood (sorry), so I wanted to 
compensate by getting some 
good pictures of them. The hand 
hails from Charlotte, and their 
other guitar player helped to 
book the show at this venue. 



Trapper definitely had a hard¬ 
core sound - but with a darker, 
crunchier guitar tone, as well 
as a noticeable sludge influ¬ 
ence. I spent most of their set 
trying to get a picture of their 
singer, who wouldn’t slow down 
... lots of bounding around and 


bending backwards. Some of this 
stuff falls off my radar (I tend 
to dismiss it as a Bridge Nine/ 
Converge-type sound), but in 
actuality, Trapper are probably 
more along the lines of bands 
such as Doomriders or Kails. 

The final band was one 
that I had heard so much about, 
but had yet to actually hear - 



Natural Law. The fine folks 
from Double Negative talked 
about them in high regard (Ira 
wouldn’t shut up about their 
"Slump” EP), so I was exc 
see them. The band shar 

















bers with Black Kites and seems 
to be a scattered New England / 
DC crowd. I later found out that 
their bass player lives with two 
members of Deathrats. The band 
played non-stop hardcore jams 
with a definite nod to Double 
Negative; however, the songs 
possessed an originality all 
their own. Do yourself a favor 
and track down their demo or 
seven-inch. Definitely worth a 
listen! 









3/12/2011 - DROPDEAD, MAGRUDERGRIND, 
WASTED TIME, COUGH, ILSA 


The almighty Providence 
grind-violence hand Dropdead 
hasn’t played a show in DC in 
thirteen years! Well, that 
changed when the hand drove 
all the way down just to play 
DC, then turn around and resume 
their normal lives. 

I’m not sure if anyone 
likes a show review to he more 
like a journal (or not), hut I 
think it makes it more interest¬ 
ing - and I’m the one writing 
here, so you’ll have to deal with 
it for now. The kids of Burma, 
a local Raleigh hand, were nice 
enough to let me tag along 
with them on the way up to the 
show. Had an entertaining ride 
up. We then caught up with 
Greg from Deathrats (sorry this 
seems to he shout-out heaven 
right here), who was nice enough 
to show us around town for an 
hour or two before the show. We 
went to Smash and Crooked Beat 


Records, and then hy Sticky 
Fingers hakery so that I could 
get a killer vegan cinnamon hun 
and some coffee to get me amped 
up for the night (and so that I 
wouldn’t crash early, because I 
woke up at 9 a.m.) As we roll hack 
to the house, Greg starts to flip 
out as there is a van parked in 
front of the house. He looks 
over at me and says something 
to the extent of, "Please don’t 
let me flip out - Dropdead is 
over at my house now.” Awesome, 
nice folks. I had met Ben, the 
guitar player from Dropdead, 
a few times before when he has 
toured down with hands. Drop¬ 
dead also played Richmond for 
Best Friends Day a few years 
ago. (A quick aside: When they 
played Richmond, it was one 
of the most insane house shows 
I’ve ever been to - the show got 
moved from a venue to a house, 
the house’s basement ceiling got 
ripped down during their set, 











and I was clinging to the water 
heater for protection.) 

Past forward to actual 
show time. The show was at a 
church a few blocks from Greg’s 
house and even fewer blocks 
from Sticky Pingers, where we 
had gotten some eats earlier 
in the day. Really an awesome 
setup for shows. Ilsa went on 
first. This is the only band I 
had no idea about before seeing 
them. Pretty good down-tuned 
sludge/doom. I noticed one per¬ 
son in Ilsa whom I recognized, 
but couldn’t place at all I 
later realized that he was in a 
two-piece, younger-kid grind- 
core band that I had seen maybe 
four years ago in Baltimore 
called Wyld Stallyns. I had al¬ 
ways wondered what happened to 
people from that band, so I was 
excited to make that connection. 

Aptly, Cough followed. 
Sludge jams, back-to-back. I saw 
the band five years ago and the 
singer was too obliterated to 
stand up, so the new configu¬ 
ration of the band was a huge 



improvement. I tried my darnd- 
est to get pictures of the band 
without hair splaying in their 
faces, but didn’t have much luck. 
I know that Cough is on tour 
with Magrudergrind, and I think 
that’s a perfect combination... a 
crawling slow band and a rip¬ 
ping fast one seem to compliment 
each other well 


















Next to play were Wasted 
Time. This hand rips every time. 
Slightly different than any 
hand playing the night, hut 
they were somehow a perfect 
transition between the sludge 
and grind hands. I was standing 
at oh-so-the-wrong-place during 
their set; I was about to get my 
camera smashed by a stagediver 
when the guy suddenly real¬ 


ized what I had in my hand - and 
made a f eline-esque leap right 
over my head. Later in the set, 

I turned around and saw three 
different people holding their 
noses - people in the pit were 
crowd-killing and freaking out 
really hard for the hand. Later 
that night, I had the pleasure 
of meeting Mark and Alex from 
the hand for the first time, and 
got to say hey to the lovely 
Brandon as well 

I was stoked to see that 
it was early - only about 10:30 
p.m. or so - when Magrudergrind 
went on. Their hand is defi¬ 
nitely one of my favorite hands 
... solid songs as well as solid 
guys. Some hands have just one 
guy you can approach about the 
hand, hut each member of this 
hand is very approachable and 
has something quite interesting 
and different to say. Good per¬ 
sonality both in the music and 
the people, you could say. Back 
to the music part of it - they de¬ 
livered a helping of grindcore 
mayhem inside that church, 
of stagedives and smiling f 












Last was the cherry on 
top of an already awesome show: 
Dropdead... lords of grindcore 
as well as purveyors of animal 
rights. During their whole set, 
people were clamoring to share 
the mic with Boh as he belted 
out song after song. I really 
don’t even know what to say that 
would give them justice. I felt 
kind of awkward -1 was the only 
audience member onstage during 
their set - but it allowed me a 
bird’s eye view of the maniacs in 
the pit. I saw yet more people 










holding their noses, as if each 
person in the place was system¬ 
atically punched squarely in 
the nose. I think Dropdead did 
their thirteen-year absence 
justice. 

Normally, I focus on the 
good parts of a show. At this 
show, however, there were a few 
fights, which mainly occurred 
near the end of the night. Both 
Michelle (from Sick Eix) and 
Greg (from Deathrats) seemed 
to do a good job keeping things 
under control I thought Bobby 
Egger from Headcount Records 
was about to jump in and break 
up one fight. I’m an outsider to 
things that go on in DC, so I hope 
nothing was more serious than 
someone being hit wrong in the 
mosh pit, or something of that 
nature. 

My night concluded back 
at a house with Dropdead, eat¬ 
ing the biggest piece of vegan 
pizza I have ever seen. Amazing 
show, good town, good trip, awe¬ 
some friends. Thanks to Chris 
Moore (the drummer in Magruder- 
grind) for putting on the show. 
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Third time is a charm, right? In an attempt to keep 
this evolving, I thought it would he an amazing idea to 
have an interview issue. I feel that I either know or have 
some type of contact with most of the hands that I photo¬ 
graph. I want you as the reader to get to know them a lit¬ 
tle hit better, too. I’ve been a bit photo-shy in 2011-2012. 
Instead, I’ve been shooting video and posting it online 
quite a bit - but I’m getting my head back in the game and 
doing this damn thing! I’m also very excited that I found 
some old pictures to share in this issue! Big thanks to all 
the bands involved. 


Will Butlei 


WILLIAM BUTLER 
A>K*A 

FASTCORE PHOTOS 



























Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

We are Curmudgeon from Boston, 
AAA. Ryan B. (drums), and I (Krys- 
tina, vocals) played together in a 
powerviolence band called Un¬ 
person, and after we disbanded, 
Ryan S. was interested in picking 
up guitar, so we started playing 
together. 

Where do you draw your influ¬ 
ences/what motivates you musi¬ 
cally as a band? 

We all go to a lot of shows (since 
Boston is the best city for punk 
in the U.S., currently), so I’d say 
we’re pretty influenced by bands 
we see playing out now, and that 
helps keep things pretty fresh. 
However, we also draw influence 
from Crossed Out and Infest (natu¬ 
rally), and Ryan B. brings some 
grindy/metallic guitar ideas to 
the table, whereas Ryan S. writes 
some of our more “hardcore” 
parts. 

How was the tour in which I 
took pictures of your band? Any 
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mishaps? Any amazing bands you 
saw or played with? 

Tour was a blast! I actually wrote 
a column about it for the most 
recent issue of Seven Inches To 
Freedom Fanzine. The whole 
thing went really smoothly, and 
the only mishap (if you can call it 
that) was playing a show in a bar 
and having a beer bottle thrown 
at me. We were lucky enough to 
play with so many great bands, 
but highlights include: Torch Run¬ 
ner, No Qualms, Pure Scum, Lung 
Matter, Cannabass, No Tomorrow, 
and a bunch more. 

Tell me about the “Human Ou- 
roboros” EP/tape and the new 
self-titled EP. 

“Human Ouroboros” was our first 
release and we did it as a “tape 
EP” instead of a demo. We sold 
out of the tape and our friends 
Brian and Kale offered to press it 
to vinyl on their new label, Ner¬ 
vous Nelly Records. So we took 
them up on that offer and the 
whole thing has turned out pretty 
great-looking! The new EP is a 
self-titled split release between 






To Live A Lie and Bullshit Propa¬ 
ganda - both of the labels have 
been awesome and we are super 
proud of this release. We started 
this band with Ryan B. never re¬ 
ally playing fast drums and Ryan 
S. being relatively new to guitar, 
and the songs on “H.O.” were 
written to sort of test our abili¬ 
ties and see where they ended. 
The new EP and songs we’ve been 
writing since those, I think, show 
our growth as a band and have a 
more distinct sound, like it’s more 
intentional and less of an exer¬ 
cise, though we might be the only 
folks that notice this. 

What does DIY mean to you? 

DIY means everything, pretty 
much. It means putting in a lot 
of hard work without receiving 
any glory, and not giving a shit 
about being glorified anyway. It 
means your gear is broken all the 
time, every small project or idea 
takes forever to come to fruition 
(or doesn’t come together at all), 
but the pride you feel when things 
work out is immeasurable. DIY, to 
us, means rejecting the systems 
which attempt to keep us compla¬ 
cent and treat us as nothing more 
than cogs in a machine that does 
not work. 

Tell me about the lyrics of “Shut 
Out” and why more women 
should get involved in DIY and 
hardcore. 

“Shut Out” is basically about the 
ways I see women treated in the 
hardcore scenes I’ve come up in - 
we have been given very specific 
acceptable roles, and often the 
attitudes surrounding women’s 
involvement in the scene closely 
resembles those seen in main¬ 
stream culture. However, I see 
this shit changing very, very rap¬ 
idly and it’s strange to think that I 
may no longer have to write about 
women’s struggles in this subcul¬ 
ture. I think it’s important for us 
female-identified folks to create 
spaces for ourselves in punk, and 
for dudes to act as our allies (and 



not only when we’re doing the 
work that supports them). 


How do you feel about the term 
“female-fronted” when refer¬ 
ring to a band? Is it a negative 
or positive thing to mention? 


At this point, it’s mostly just an¬ 
noying and tokenizing. I still feel 
a bit torn on the issue, because 
I do like to support women in 
DIY music and part of me thinks 
“Well, it’s good to know I should 
go check out this show and sup¬ 
port this band” but a larger part 
of me doesn’t want to support 
the idea that a female fronting a 
band is some anomaly. We have a 
show on this upcoming tour where 
we’re listed as ‘Boston hardcore 
with boys on guitar and drums’, 
which I think is a neat compro¬ 
mise between ‘girl-fronted thrash 
punk’ and ‘probably a bunch of 
dudes, because why wouldn’t they 
be?’ 


What are shows like in your 
area? Any new bands around 
there that need to be heard? Do 
you have any close connections 
to any other Boston bands? 
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Boston has a really great scene 
right now! I can’t believe how 
lucky I am to live in a city where 
my biggest punk problem is choos¬ 
ing between going to see a band 
from Nova Scotia or a band from 
Ireland, both playing two com¬ 
pletely packed DIY shows on the 
same night. We do have our fair 
share of bullshit (mainly lack of 
stable houses due to serious cop 
attention, crew-related drama, 
and some worthless punkers), but 
all-in-all, Boston is really cool. 
Some of our favorite Boston bands 
right now are Brain Killer, Peace- 
breakers, Foreign Objects, Ancient 
Filth, Draize, No Sir I Won’t, and 
Awful Man. Also the rest of Mas¬ 
sachusetts has some killer bands 
like Cleansing Wave, Vaccine, and 
Siamese Twins. 

What do you do for day jobs? 

I work for a company that makes 
all natural dog treats, doing office 
stuff. Ryan S. is a bike mechanic 
at Bikes Not Bombs and Ryan B. 
works at a really cool indepen¬ 
dent movie theatre. We are lucky 
enough to have jobs that allow us 
time off for shows, touring, and 
other extracurricular punk activi¬ 
ties. 

Do any of you play in other 
bands? Any embarrassing past 
bands you’d like to mention? 


Ryan B. plays in a stoner/doom 
metal two-piece called Olde 
Growth - they just went on tour 
a couple of months ago and have 
a new LP out. Ryan S. is pushing 
himself to learn drums, and I’ve 
recently picked up guitar and am 
playing in a currently-unnamed 
raw/anarcho punk band. I don’t 
know that we would LIKE to 
mention any of our embarrassing 
past bands, but you can find that 
Unperson demo on the Internet if 
you want to hear some proto-Cur- 
mudgeon for whatever reason. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

We are going on summer tour re¬ 
ally soon! We’re really stoked to 
tour out to the Midwest and play 
in a bunch of new spots. When 
we return, it seems like we will 
focus on finishing up writing for a 
full length or some type of split 
while playing locally, as always. 
Our releases are available from 
Bullshit Propaganda, Nervous Nelly 
Records, Halo of Flies, and some 
other distros. We also have every¬ 
thing available on Bandcamp and 
folks can always get in touch with 
us at curmudgeon.boston@gmail. 
com. 
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Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

Logan- I play guitar and get stoned. 
Patrick- I play drums and drink soda. 
Formed in 2009. We knew each other 
from our previous bands, who did a 
split 7” a while back. Logan moved 
out to Philadelphia later and sug¬ 
gested we start something. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Logan- Being an easily annoyed 
dickhead provides plenty of lyrical 
inspiration. Musically, we started off 
being primarily influenced by ‘80s 
USHC and West Coast powerviolence, 
^r at least I was. But more and more 
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we’ve been incorporating slower/ 
stoner elements. I love that bands 
like The Melvins play whatever they 
want, whenever they want. 

Patrick- I’d say were both easily an¬ 
noyed by lots of bullshit, and I guess 
it’s more of just an outlet on my part. 
We do what we want. 

Tell me about your recent tours. 
Any mishaps? Any amazing bands 
you saw or played with? Are you 
excited to be playing in the Czech 
Republic next month? 

Logan- We just played some shows in 
Philly with Nasum and Phobia. MDF 
was fucking amazing, getting stoned 
side-stage while Church Of Misery 
played was unbelievable, Noothgrush 
as well. We played two shows with 




Ghoul after MDF, I used listen to them 
all the time, I couldn’t believe that 
we were asked to play. Shit ruled! 
Patrick- No real mishaps I don’t think, 
unless you count losing our driver 
and having to break into our rental 
car? We played with Godstomper in 
S.F., which was awesome. MDF was 
definitely a highlight; seeing Nooth- 
grush, Church Of Misery, Eyehategod, 
Unsane, and Electric Wizard was 
fucking awesome. VERY stoked for 
Play Fast Fest in Czech. Thanks a ton 
Otto for hooking us up. That lineup is 
also stacked. 

What releases do you have out or 
what do you have planned to re¬ 
lease soon? 

Logan- ‘Skullfracturing Fastcore’ 
demo tape, split 7”s with Chainsaw to 
the Face and Nimbus Terrifix, Self- 



Titled 7” EP, ‘Maladapted’ 7” EP, 
various tour editions of shit. Conse¬ 
quences 10” out (hopefully) winter 
2012. Split 7” with Infernal Strong¬ 
hold, and 5” with Roskopp (CO), in 
the works. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Logan- Self-determination. You get 
out of it what you put in; the power 
is in your hands. 

Patrick- Agreed, also doing things 
DIY doesn’t mean something has to 
look like shit, or run like shit. Tak¬ 
ing the time to do something right is 
also a part of it. Commit or quit. 

What are shows like in your area? 
Any new bands around there that 
need to be heard? 

Logan- As a whole, Philly shows 
in the past two years have been 
incredible! There’s been a lot of 
momentum and bands have been 
wanting to come through with ever- 
increasing frequency, shit has been 
getting booked up like three months 
in advance. I think that Congenital 
Death is one of the better up-and- 
coming Philly (area) bands, sick fast 
HC, kind of like WHN with weirder 
tempo changes. 

Patrick- Sickoids are awesome, 
although I still have yet to catch 
them live! 

What other bands do you play in? 

Logan- I play in Gash, Attitude Era, 
and Decade. Gash will have a 7” out 
soon on Sit and Spin / Give Praise. 
Attitude Era and Decade are both in 
the demo stages. 

Patrick- I play drums in Callous also. 
More of a slow/weird /heavy/ 




grungy direction. We have a demo 
and two song 7” out, working on a 
second 7” now. 

Tell me about Blastcat Records. 

Patrick- I started Blastcat in 2009 so 
I could put our previous band’s 7” (I 
Hate This) out for tour. Since then 
I’ve done about ten releases. I put 
out stuff when I can; it’s a pretty 
small operation of just myself. I put 
out stuff when I have the time and 
money, which I’ve had neither of 
lately so it’s kind of stagnant at the 
moment, but I have some plans for 
the near future. 

How does it feel to be a juggalo 
band, and when are you playing 
The Gathering? 

Logan- It feels like a three liter of 
Faygo dripping down my bare chest, 
in other words, goddamn great. 
Patrick- I couldn’t have said it better 
myself. You really know how to bring 
out his inner juggalo. I’m not sure, 
but that would be interesting. 


What are your day jobs? 

Logan- I sling guacamole and hatred 
by day. 

Patrick- I work for the sewer depart¬ 
ment where I live. I operate a CCTV 
truck that videos sewer pipes. I basi¬ 
cally make fecal movies. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

Logan- Four days on the West Coast 
with Infernal Stronghold in October, 
then I’d like to do another full US 
tour, and eventually Australia/South¬ 
east Asia. I’d love to play with Nice 
View!! As far as contact goes, look in 
the mirror and say “Backslider” three 
times; the lighting of the ceremonial 
fake goat-skull candles will speed up 
our response. 

Patrick- Or just use Google. 

Final words? 

Logan- If you don’t like Slayer, you 
shouldn’t come to our shows. 

Patrick- If you have a problem with 
the Foo Fighters, then we have a 
problem with you. 
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Please introduce your band, Nick. 
How did your band form? 

Coke Bust is a straight edge hard¬ 
core punk band from Washington, 
D.C. We started in 2006, when a 
few friends came together and 
wanted to play fast, punky hardcore 
music that had influences from a 
few different sub-sects of hardcore. 
Since then we’ve accomplished a lot 
as a band and played all over the 
place. Good times. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

We draw our influences from youth 
crew bands like Youth Of Today and 
mix it with more extreme, nastier 
stuff like Heresy and Ripcord. That’s 
been the formula that we’ve stuck 
with and enjoyed playing. We all 
love the early Revelation catalog 
and we also like stuff that has a 
punkier edge as well. We just mix 
it together and play the stuff that 
feels natural to us! 

How has touring been? Any mis¬ 
haps? Any amazing bands you saw 
or played with? 


Touring with Coke Bust has usually 
been awesome. We’ve had some vans 
catch on fire, the usual sporadic tour 
argument, breakdowns in the desert, 
shows busted by cops, etc. ... but 
nothing too extreme! Dude, we have 
played with too many amazing bands 
in this band to mention. A favorite 
that comes to mind immediately, 
however, is Stripmines from North 
Carolina. I love them. In Disgust, 
Blank Stare, Urban Blight, No Toler¬ 
ance, lots of good stuff man! 

What releases do you have out 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Right now we have our most recent 
EP called “Degradation” on Grave 
Mistake / Refuse. We also have Lines 
In The Sand LP/CD on Six Weeks and 
we have the “Fuck Bar Culture” EP 
on ThirdXParty. We did a demo EP on 
Headcount Records, but that is out- 
of-print. We have plans to release 
a split EP with Vaccine on Drugged 
Conscience / Refuse Records this 
summer. We’re very excited. It is by 
far our best stuff. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

DIY is all about taking control of the 






music that you make and having 
complete control over the activi¬ 
ties of your band. A lot of the time 
I think it’s silly to champion the 
phrase “DIY” as most punk and 
hardcore bands don’t really have 
any other options, but I think it’s 
cool when bands/labels/promoters/ 
etc. that have opportunities to do 
more “mainstream” stuff - and work 
with people who offer to do stuff 
for them - retain control of their 
work. The DIY ethics of this band 
have taught me so much about life 
and have given me great skills that 
I’ll use for the rest of my life. 

What are shows like in your area? 
Any new bands around there that 
need to be heard? 

Shows in D.C. are awesome right 
now. There are a ton of younger 
kids who have been coming out to 
shows. They are enthusiastic. They 
watch all the bands, they mosh, and 
they are always hungry for more. 

It’s great. Bands that people need 
to check: D.O.C., Sick Fix, Misled 
Youth, Harley Frost, etc. 

What are your day jobs? 

I do freelance writing, Chris walks 
dogs, Jubert hustles somehow, and 
James rides a bicycle taxi and hauls 
celebrities and rich people around 
downtown. 


Tell me about your other bands. 
Any embarrassing past bands 
you’d like to mention? 

I also sing for Sectarian Violence. 

I was in Bail Out, No Minion, Grip- 
tape, and Rations. There are a few 
regrettable high school band names 
that I am not going to mention. 

Chris plays in Magrudergrind, Sick 
Fix, and D.O.C. Jubert also does 
Misled Youth. 

Nick, what is the band going to do 
when your rap project blows up? 

Hahahah. Cassette tape coming soon 
on Bleeding Edges tapes. 

Tell me about straight edge and 
its influence on the band. 

It’s all about respecting your body 
and making the most out of your 
life. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

Hit up www.cokebust.com some¬ 
time! 

Final words? 

Thanks for the interview, Will! 
Recycle. 





Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

Hector- We are four guys from A 
Coruna, a city located in the north¬ 
west of the putrid Spain. Luis, Ivan, 
me, and another two guys started 
the band in 2001, but with a more 
crust-oriented sound. The other two 
guys quit the band and we started 
to play faster and raw in a more 
grindcore way, and then Santi ap¬ 
peared in 2003. We didn’t take the 
band seriously until 2006, when we 
started to make tours, cool shows, 
and awesome labels started to ask 
us for releases, and that sort of 
stuff. 


Santi- Well, I gotta say I took it 
very seriously since the beginning ... 
writing letters and emails, sending 
demos and promos everywhere ... 
we toured Spain many times, play¬ 
ing in every squat and club that we 
could, and getting in touch with 
people in the underground from all 
over the world. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Santi- Our main influences are: 
on one hand - our jobs (or lack of 
it), global human stupidity, lack of 
money and future, anxiety, drugs, 
laws, police, death, violence, the 
global financial crisis, etc. ... and 
on the other hand - underground 
music, horror and weird cinema, 
comics, books, etc. ... 

Hector- Yep, like Santi said our 
main influences are our lives, you 
know ... right now our lives are only 
shit... troubles, troubles and more 
troubles. We are angry people; we 
don’t play this music for fun - I 
think something similar happened in 
the ‘80s in Birmingham! No money, 
no job, corruption, police brutality, 
drugs, no future = grindcore. 

How was touring the U.S.? Any 
mishaps? Any amazing bands you 
saw or played with? 








Santi- Touring the U.S. was fuckin’ 
great! For sure one of the best 
experiences of our lives ... yeah, of 
course some mishaps like any tour 
... customs, airports, alcohol, traf¬ 
fic jams, etc. ... that kind of stuff! 
We got to play with really amazing 
bands like lisa, Ghoul, Total Fuck¬ 
ing Destruction, Marrow ... and of 
course in MDF we saw tons of great 
bands: Godflesh, Noothgrush, Saint 
Vitus, Autopsy, Eyehategod, Electric 
Wizard, Church Of Misery, and many 
other legendary bands! Was really 
a blast! Also to meet people you 
are in touch with since eons ago is 
a fuckin’ blast! 

Hector- For sure it was a really nice 
experience. Mishaps like always - 
your customs are shit, dude ... the 
officers demonstrate to you that 
they love to do their “job”! 


Maryland Death Fest was awesome - 
seeing cool bands all day and party 
with old friends like Dave from 
P.L.F. (we owe you one!). The rest 
of the tour was crazy ... it would 
be impossible to make it possible 
if Mike from Marrow didn’t help us 
(cheers to him!). 

Did you survive the sweltering 
heat down South when you were 
here? 

Santi- Yeah, Strange Matter in Rich¬ 
mond is one of the best venues that 
I’ve ever played in my life - a cool 
place to have a good dinner, play 
some good old Golden Axe at their 
Arcade saloon and watch an awe¬ 
some show; but that night, I don’t 
know ... was nearly impossible to be 
inside, so much heat, it was fucking 
hell, man! Hahaha. 

Hector- Ah yeah, I never experi¬ 
enced as much heat as in Richmond 
... the place was a fuckin’ oven!! 

But for sure one of the best places 
I ever played in my life!! I still have 
to think hard to get memories from 
that night! 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Santi- Our split with Malpractice 
Insurance should be released 
sometime soon... (RIGHT?? Haha), 
really looking forward for it!!!! 
Malpractice Insurance are a really 
young new band from L.A. ... I don’t 
listen to too much new grind bands, 
but you can bet they rule! Also, we 
have a couple more of splits to be 
released through this year - and we 
will start soon to de-compose our 
second full-length!! 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Santi - Do it yourself, because no¬ 
body will do it for you. 

Hector- We make our own artworks, 
we make our own videos, we 
make our patches, we do our own 
promotion, soon we will make 
own t-shirts... 




What are shows like in Spain? Any 
new bands around there that need 
to be heard? Tell me about the 
show space you mentioned shut¬ 
ting down. 

Hector- Spain sucks. People love to 
spend hours on the Internet talking 
shit about others on forums, espe¬ 
cially here in our region, Galicia. 

We never care about them or their 
shit - we always have made our 
own way; we prefer spending our 
time on the road. Fuck them all!! 
Some new bands to be mentioned 
and cheers to them: Destino Fi¬ 
nal, Sudor, Crisischrist, Bulldozers 
(awesome oi!-fueled punk rock!), 
Rageous Intent, Helldivision ... 

We had, some years ago, a squat 
here in A Coruna - and I was in¬ 
volved into a collective called Casa 
Das Atochas. It was a nice place 
where you could find everything 
from political meetings to cooking 
lessons, from grindcore to black 
metal shows, without falling into 
dogmatism or stupid P.C. attitudes. 
Finally, the political pressure was 
quite large, and it was evicted in 
April, 2011. The only thing they 
achieved is to have a ruined build¬ 
ing for more than one year and also 
they have a criminal proceeding 
with the people from the collec¬ 
tive. That led to numerous riots 
and demonstrations, as you can 
see in the video: http://youtu.be/ 
Ew7vX40-OhU. 

Santi- Shows here are like in any 
other place ... same attitudes, same 
trends, same good and bad things, 

I guess ... Spanish people used to be 
more passionate years ago; now we 
are bored like anybody else, haha. 
New Spanish bands worth to check 
out are Destino Final (Atrapados 
LP is the best Spanish punk LP in 
ages!!), Sudor (PUNK with capital 
letters), Maniac (primitive thrash 
metal), One Of These Days 6t Thee 
_ J eavy Random Tone Colour Lab 




(amazing space/prog rock), Ra¬ 
geous Intent (grindcore), Ataraxy 
(death metal), Banished From 
Inferno (death metal)....and also 
I can’t stop listening Ruinebell 7”, 
a project between my good old 
friend Dopi (Machetazo) with Lasse 
(Hooded Menace) playing post- 
apocalyptic, doomed metallic punk 



GUL NASHGUL NASHGUL 


... imagine a mix between Godflesh 
and Amebix/Axegrinder! Great 
stuff!!! 


What are your day jobs? Luis, do 
you do your artwork for a living, 
and can you tell me more about it? 









Hector- Spain was always a fucking 
rut - so nowadays with the economi 
cal crisis, it’s like a big hole. Kids 
are growing without future; I never 
cared about this shitty place, and 
nowadays, I shit on it. For sure I’m 
not rich - or a fucking hippie - so I 
need to work to pay my bills, but 
right now, I’m unemployed ... so it’s 
time to grind, smoke, and sleep! 


Luis -1 work as a graphic designer 
and professional illustrator. Things 
have not been very good here, so 
I try to spend my time doing what 
I like most: Drawing. I’m making 
some show posters and artwork 
for bands - also, I just got a comic 
released that I did with my friend 
Alvaro Lopez named “Salpock”; I 
will try to keep doing this in the fu¬ 
ture. Now I’m finishing the Nash- 
gul/Malpractice Insurance artwork, 
and doing some other stuff as well 
... you can check my work at www. 
sendonluis.com. 

Do any of you play in other 
bands? 

Hector- Luis was playing in a hard¬ 
core band called Codia - they split 
up, but they did one European tour 
and they recorded two full-lengths. 
Ivan plays in a heavy funeral band 
called Hongo since a lot of years 
ago; they have recorded a lot of 
stuff and they have arrived some 
days ago from their fifth European 
tour. Also he’s playing with a black 
metal band called The Somberlain - 
they play local shows and they have 
recorded one full length. 

I was involved so many years ago 
in a crust/rock & roll band called 
Black Panda. We have recorded 
one LP and two EPs, and did a big 
European tour; we split up two 
years ago. Actually, now I’m playing 
with a friend in an old school death 
metal band called Come Back From 
The Dead; we have created it three 
years ago and now we re-started 
the rehearsals some months ago. 

We will soon record a putrid demo, 
so you will have news soon! 

Santi- I play bass in Deadmask - it’s 
classic doom rock with ‘70s rock 
influences ... we have an split 7” 
with Jess & The Ancient Ones to be 
released sometime soon through 
Doomentia Records ... and also I 
sing in Generic Death (destructive 
noise-grind), we have some releases 
out, pure negative shit!!! Now I’m 
also helping out Looking For An 
Answer... I will make some festival; 


NASHGUL NASHGUL NAS 


Santi- I’m a social worker - I work 
with kids with problems since years 
ago ... but I will be unemployed 
next week, and now with the situa¬ 
tion here in Spain, I doubt I will get 
a job sometime soon, so let’s see! 
NO FUTURE!!!! 






and touring this year with them! 

And yeah, I played in so many shit 
bands in the past for being naive, 
unexperienced and play with the 
wrong people. Always thinking/talk¬ 
ing/getting ready for new projects 
- let’s see what will happen! 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

Hector- We created our own 
website; we got tired of doing 
the asshole-following-like-sheep- 
the-trendy-social-networks, like 
Myspace, Bandcamp, and all this 
shit - so please, write us like real 
people to our real email: nash- 
gulcore@yahoo.es, and visit www. 


nashgul.com for more info. 

Santi- You can also find us in Face- 
book ... yeah! Nobody is perfect!!! 

Final words? 

Hector- Thanks for the interview, 
Will - it was nice to see you in Rich¬ 
mond, and I can’t wait to put the 
7” split with Malpractice Insurance 
on my turntable!!! Hope to see 
you soon in the States and for the 

rest.pestilent decay!! Fuck the 

world!! 

Santi- Thanks for the support, Will!! 
Never stop listening to Siege and 
Eskorbuto! Fuck trends, eat the 
rich!! UGH!!! 
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Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

Hello! This is Dorian Rainwater. I 
play guitar and do vocals in multiple 
musical projects, including Noisear, 
Phobia, Cara Neir, Fragmented 
Aura, Genocaust, and many other 
studio groups as well. Noisear is my 
primary band and was conceived 
around ‘97 in Albuquerque by a 
bunch of crazy New Mexicans with a 
common lust for psychotic, mind¬ 
melting grindcore. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Our influences are true aesthetic 
musicianship, breaking musical 
barriers, unorthodox techniques, 
abstract art forms, weed, grind - 
anything that moves you and causes 
you to feel an adrenal rush. Chaos 
in the world; metal, jazz, hip hop, 
prog. 

How was touring over to the 
South? Any mishaps? Any amazing 
bands you saw or played with? 
How was Maryland Death Fest? 

Touring was great! We met a lot of 
really cool people and played with 
some amazing bands along the way. 
Of course, driving in a sardine can 
full of weirdos can get a little crazy 


after a few days, but all in all, it’s 
quite a rush. Seeing the pits and 
smiles from people in different 
states is enough reason to be stoked 
as hell to hit the next gigs. We ate 
breakfast at Dave Witte’s in Rich¬ 
mond, VA, and lunch with Torche 
in Philly. Also, visiting the Relapse 
Warehouse was dope. New York was 
quite amazing, too - we did an in¬ 
terview live on a great metal show, 
but I can’t remember the name ... 
hahaha. MDF was amazing as always 
and definitely the highlight of the 
tour. So many different walks of life 
gathered together for the power 
of all the great acts involved from 
around the world. 

What releases do you have out 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Noisear has many releases out, 
which you can view on our web¬ 
sites. Currently, we have a new al¬ 
bum dropping on Willowtip Records 
(CD) and Deep Six Records (vinyl) 
entitled Turbulent Resurgence. 
Should see the light of day later this 
year. Phobia released a new album 
Remnants of Filth this past June 
6th on Willowtip/Deep Six, which 
Fajardo and I wrote the majority of. 
If you like crusty, high-energy grind 
in the traditional sense, it’s right up 
your alley. Phobia has been a force 
to be reckoned with for over twenty 







years and I’m honored to be a part 
of it. Fragmented Aura is based out 
of Tucson, AZ, as well as Genocaust 
- and both lean more towards the 
death metal side of the spectrum. 
F.A. has a new album coming soon. 
We are looking for a good label to 
call home. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 


DIY=DO IT YOURSELF! Handling the 
business of doing all your own distro, 



art, booking, pressing, silkscreen¬ 
ing, organizing, driving your own 
vehicle on tour, handing out fliers, 
running blogs, networking, and mak¬ 
ing GOOD SHIT happen!!!! 

What are shows like in New Mex¬ 
ico? Any new bands around there 
that need to be heard? Is there a 
lot of grindcore over there? 

I don’t live in NM anymore, so 
I could not really tell you that. 
Laughing Dog, Manias, High Octane 
Hell Ride, Word Salad, Suspended, 
Impaled Offering ... are a few bands 
I know of still holding it down in the 
505, though. Check ’em out! 

What are your day jobs? 

I do backline, sound, lighting; Bryan 
is a handyman; Joe does backline as 
well; Alex is a shuttle driver. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

The future is looking fantastic. Many 
surprises I can’t talk about - but 
everyone will be stoked!!! 

Final words? 

GRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNDDDDD 
DD!!!!!!!!!! 










Please introduce your band, Kirk. 
How did your band form? 

S/T formed back in 2008, and at 
the time, we were all friends living 
in DeKalb, IL. Since then, I have 
moved to Chicago - and as of last 
year (before we toured the East 
Coast), we added Adam Jennings 
from Winters in Osaka as our new 
vocalist, who is also from Chicago. 
Sometimes it can be a drag having 
half the band living an hour apart, 
but it works out fine for us. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

I have always been way more into 
hardcore and punk than grind or 
powerviolence. The other guys are 
really into grindcore and death 
metal. This sort of creates a bal¬ 
ance in our songwriting, because 
when songs start leaning toward the 



metal side of things, I try and pull it 
back over to the hardcore side. Ulti¬ 
mately, we play grind, I guess, but 
it is heavily influenced by hardcore/ 
punk. When we first started out, 
Gonzo (our guitarist) did 90% of the 
songwriting. These are most of the 
songs that went onto our LP on To 
Live A Lie. Now it is much more col¬ 
laborative, and all of us have been 
writing songs - and I’m really stoked 
on how we have improved over the 
years. 

How was touring over to Raleigh 
to play with Despise You? Any 
mishaps? 

Our East Coast trip last year was re¬ 
ally great. We all wished it could’ve 
been longer, but work and life just 
wouldn’t permit it. It was great to 
be able to get out, because typical¬ 
ly we are only able to play shows in 
the Midwest. We had some equip¬ 
ment problems in Philly that sort of 
killed the energy, so I really want 
to play there again someday and 
redeem ourselves. We didn’t really 
have any mishaps, though. The 
Leathershop in Lima, OH was the 
most fun I’ve had playing a show in 
a long time. Those guys are fucking 
awesome. Raleigh was also really 
good. Ira from Stripmines set it up 
and fed us like kings. I had never 
seen Despise You, so it was sick to 
open for such a legendary band. Phil 
Vera is a warrior! 

What releases do you have out 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

At this point, our demo and LP are 
long sold out. We currently have 
two ‘new’ 7”s that came out at the 
beginning of 2012 and also a split 







7” with OxBaker. All three are still 
available from the labels (Cow- 
abunga, PRGNT/ldoneum Bello, 
and Schizophrenic Records). Nick 
from Cowabunga will be releasing 
our second LP. This will be the first 
recording with Adam J. on vocals. 
We are recording the new LP in July 
and hopefully it will be out before 
the end of 2012. A lot of the songs 
have been collaborated on by all 
four of us, which is a really good 
feeling, and Adam J. will be adding 
some noise elements to it as well. 
I’m really stoked to hear the final 
product. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Not being false. Doing what you 
want on your own terms without 
relying on others to get things 
done. Taking chances. Ignoring the 
trends and what others are doing, 
and making your own way. As far 
as bands go, it seems like everyone 
wants everything handed to them 
now. MP3 only releases are worth¬ 
less. Press a record or put out a 
goddamn tape. Record a demo first 
and release it yourself before you 
record your album. FUCK KICK- 
STARTER. Why are you pestering 
your friends and family into releas¬ 
ing your album for you?! Nobody 
owes you shit. If you can’t afford 
to record your music and no label 
is offering to put it out, it’s a good 
sign you are not ready yet. “Musi¬ 
cian” is not a fucking job. Make 
your living some other way and quit 
milking other people or expecting 
handouts. I hate “musicians”. I’m 
in a band, but I’m not a musician. 
Fuck that mentality. 

What are shows like in your area? 
Any new bands around there that 
need to be heard? 

Shows in Chicago can be hit or 
miss, but typically they are usually 
pretty good. A touring band can do 
really well here if the person run¬ 
ning the show puts in the work. The 
problem is, the scene is so huge 
- and there are so many shows all 
the time - that everything is really 
divided. Unlike small towns where 
shows are rare and ALL the kids 
come out to see bands (no mat¬ 


ter what style they like), Chicago 
suffers from groups of kids that 
will not go see grind/pv bands and 
only go to punk shows, indie shows, 
and vice versa. There are so many 
shows that everyone can basically 
pick and choose what they want 
to go see. Then you’ll get a band 
like The Ropes that everyone likes 
and 200 kids will show up. New 
bands are always popping up. I’d 
say a good new band to check out is 
Consent. They are doing a split 7” 
with Sea Of Shit. Cold Lovers are a 
good new band. There is also Vio¬ 
lent End, which will play their first 
show in a few weeks (members of 
Raw Nerve, Manipulation, and Vile 
Gash). Sadly, a lot of the under¬ 
ground venues that have been host¬ 
ing shows the last few years have 
started to get shut down recently, 
which is unfortunate. 

What are your day jobs? 

We are all an athlete, a geek, a 
basket case, a princess, and a 
criminal. 
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RED SICK/TIRED SICK/TIRED SICK/TIRED SICK/TIRED 


Do any of you play in other bands? 

I’ll try and be as brief as I can 
here. Our drummer Adam T. was 
in Weekend Nachos. He played 
drums on the “Torture” 7”, which 
is their best release by far. He also 
has been doing Inverted for over 
ten years, which is a raw punk 
solo project he does with a drum 
machine, as well as a noise/thrash 
band called MZRCDXVL. Adam J. is 
behind Winters in Osaka and Pauci¬ 
ties. He is also doing a new grind/ 
noise project with Dan Lactose from 
Spazz, Dorian from Phobia, and Jay 
from Agoraphobic Nosebleed. Gonzo 
is currently in a grind band called 
Minimum Wage Assassins and he is 
also in an old style country/blue- 
grass band called the Charred Oak 
Barrel Boys. Recently Gonzo joined 
MZR and they recorded an LP. 

Tell me some about MK Ultra! 

I was in MK-Ultra from 1993-2000. 
That band means a lot to me be¬ 
cause of all the memories, people 
I met, and cities I got to visit that 
I never would have been able to 



visit. I’m stoked that Youth Attack 
was able to put out that double LP 
because it is fucking flawless, and 
flattered that people still ask me 
about it all the time and remember 
us. Playing non-stop with Charles 
Bronson and Los Crudos, and later 
touring with Crudos, was a time 
I will never forget. Martin from 
Crudos really took care of us. He 
released our second 7” on Lengua 
Armada in ’95 or ‘96 and in addi¬ 
tion to whatever money we made 
on that tour, at each show Martin 
would give us extra cash from the 
Crudos money to help keep gas in 
our van. Martin did so much for Chi¬ 
cago hardcore/punk and I will never 
be able to repay his generosity. We 
did a reunion in 2009 and despite 
having no idea what to expect, we 
sold out the venue with 350+ people 
in attendance. It was magical, 
haha! 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

Like I mentioned, Sick/Tired are 
recording a new LP in July. When 
it comes out, we plan on touring a 
little. Not sure which direction just 
yet, but I’d like to hit up Boston 
and NYC. Sandro from RSR might do 
a 7” for us in 2013, but he is really 
backed up with new releases right 
now. Anyone can download most of 
our stuff for free on our Bandcamp 
or order it directly from the labels 
I mentioned previously. They only 
allow two hundred free downloads 
per month on the website, so if you 
go to the site and it costs money, 
wait a week or so and it’ll reset 
back to being free, http://sick- 
tired. bandcamp. com. 

Final words? 

We want to do a split release with 
Mindless from TX. Come on Will, 
hook it up and make it happen on To 
Live A Lie. Contact: slavestatexx® 
yahoo.com. 






















Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

Meghan- Punch is Keith and Dan 
on guitar, Val on drums, and Brian 
on Bass. 1 do vocals. In mid-2006, 
Keith started writing songs and I 
joined that fall. 

In December, 
we recorded our 
demo in our old 
guitarist’s parents’ 
garage and played 
our first show, 
at Gilman, April 
2007. 

Where do you 
draw your influ¬ 
ences/what moti¬ 
vates you musi¬ 
cally as a band? 

Keith- Musically, 

I’m most influ¬ 
enced by fastcore 
and early ‘80s 
hardcore. 

Tell me about 
your politics? 

Keith- I believe 
that life has no in¬ 
trinsic value. How 
people respond to 
this idea - if they 
take it for truth 
- is what I find 
inspiring about 
other individuals. 

I challenge myself 
to stay positive 
and healthy, be 
kind to others, 
and be aware of 
my impact on the environment. 

Also, how do you feel about the 
term “female-fronted”? 

Meghan- That term is definitely 
tricky. Even though I do get excited 
to see other female-fronted bands, 
the existence of that term indicates 
at it’s still a novelty. I don’t think 




it’s necessary to include it on fliers. 

Is Punch all both vegan and straight 
edge? 

Meghan- We are all vegan. 

Keith- Most of us are straight edge. 

How was tour¬ 
ing over to the 
\ East Coast and 

playing Best 
Friends Day? 
Any mishaps ? 

Meghan- We all 
love touring and 
I think being on 
the road helps 
drive us as a 
band. That tour 
last summer was 
hard because 

. . we packed a lot 

of long drives 

»> 1 into only three 

A ' weeks. Best 

. 1 Friends Day was 

r wild! I enjoyed 

! ( jumping in the 

water right after 

j our set, naha. 

What releases 
do you have 
out, or what 
do you have 
planned to re¬ 
lease soon? 

Meghan- We have 
a 7* - “Eyeless” 
(2008): two 
LP’s - Self Titled 
(2009), Push 
Pull (2010): and, 

most recently, another 7” - “Noth¬ 
ing Lasts” (2011). It’s been hard to 
write new material lately, as its rare 
that we’re all in the same place! Ha. 

I don’t think you’ve heard the last 
from us, though. 

Brian- In addition to all that, we did 
a tour flexi, a cassingle for Rainfest, 
and we also did a split 7” with Loma 
Prieta. 
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Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Meghan- To me, it’s getting things 
done. It’s wanting to play a show, 
or put out a record - ana making it 
happen. It involves self-reliance, but 
it also means building a community 
of people who help and support each 
other. 

What are shows like in San Fran¬ 
cisco? Any new bands around there 
that need to be heard? 

<eith- The scene is not so great in San 
-rancisco, as there aren’t really any 
legit all ages venues. However, there 
are many places to play in the East 
Bay, and local bands thrive because 
of this. There are shows happening 
nearly every night, which is cool, but 
it makes for a lot of competing shows. 
Check out Replica! 

What are your day jobs? 

Meghan- I’m currently working as a 
nanny while I work on a higher nursing 
degree (I’m an RN) and enjoying flex¬ 
ibility in my schedule for lots of travel 
and touring! 

Keith- I also work as a nanny, and I do 
research at UC Berkeley. 

Brian- I don’t really have jobs at the 
moment. Between Punch and Loma, I 
am always on tour. I do a lot of design 
work while on the road and I also run 




hxcmerch.com when I am “home”. 

Do any of you play in apy other 
bands besides Loma Prieta? 

Val plays in Living Eyes and a few 
other bands I think. 

What is in store for the future? 

Keith- More tours, more records, 
more of the same. Keepin’ it real. 

Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

Discoshuelga.com 

Deathwishmc.com 

625thrash.com 

You can contact us at: punchcrew® 
yahoo.com 

Or send a letter to: 

Punch / 2437 Post Street / San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA94115 / USA 

Final words? 

Live Hardcore. 



















NO POWER 




Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

No Power is Dave (bass), Hunter 
(drums), Rob (vocals), and West 
(me, guitar). The band started with 
West and Hunter playing sloppy d- 
beat tunes in Hunter’s garage. Dave 
and Rob came along a month or two 
later and helped tighten shit up. 

Where do you draw your influenc- 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

The Discharge and Disclose influ¬ 
ence is fairly obvious ... but it 
definitely branches out a lot further 
than that. People have been picking 
up on some of our noise rock influ¬ 
ence like Brainbombs or whatever, 
but most of that is pretty secondary 
to the d-beat influence. We’re all 
way into the miserable aspects of 
noise and psych rock, and maybe 
that kind of jumps out at some 
people - who knows? I think that 
influence sort of alienates us some¬ 
times from the current raw punk 
crop, but we’re pretty comfortable 
with where we’re at. The new LP 
actually has a way more Swedish/ 
Euro vibe to it... think early Mob 47 
or Totalitar run through a Japanese 
noise filter. 

How was your last tour? Any mis¬ 
haps? Any amazing bands you saw 
or played with? 

Last tour was great. We played 
some fun shows. No real mishaps, 
unless you can count the fact that 
none of us can park a fucking U- 
Haul trailer. Parking in general has 
been our band’s biggest pitfall. 

We got our van stuck in a parking 
garage in Boston, and nearly ripped 
out an entire chunk of the ceiling’s 
piping system. It was leaking some 
gas on our way out and we had to 
physically lift the trailer to get it 
out. We’re only touring by plane 
from here on out. We played with 
ome really great bands on this last 


tour, though. I think collectively, we 
all enjoyed Subclinix a lot. Great 
Boston punk with a major UK82 in¬ 
fluence and songs about hating cops 
... what’s not to love? Lotus Fucker 
is so good, too. Playing with Nu 
Sensae outside of Charlotte on the 
last night was nuts, too. 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

We have two out-of-print tapes. The 
first being our demo that we put 
out a month after being a full band, 
and the second being a tour tape 
for our first tour that compiled the 
demo and rough versions of what 
would become the “No Axis” 7”. We 
released our two 7”s simultaneously 
in March of this year in time for our 
second tour. Inkblot & Self Aware 
split our “No Axis” 7”, and we self- 
released the “Distort” 7”. As far as 
future releases, we’ll be record¬ 
ing an LP and a split cassette with 
Chaos Destroy at the same time in 
June. Not exactly sure of the re¬ 
lease date for either of those yet. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Honestly, each of us could prob¬ 
ably write an entire essay on this, 
and no two would read alike. At the 
risk of sounding corny or whatever, 
DIY is truly a way of life for each 
of us. On a band level, though, 
we’ve released the majority of our 
stuff on our own, or entrusted it in 
the hands of other folks who have 
the same DIY ethic. It’s not some¬ 
thing that we’ve ever discussed 
as a "band, really, but we’ve been 
involved in punk and hardcore for so 
long that it's kind of a no-brainer. 

What are shows like in Charlotte 
these days? Any new bands around 
there that need to be heard? 

Shows in Charlotte are fun. We’re 









lucky enough to have a dedicated 
and diverse group of individuals that 
book shows in our city. We have sev¬ 
eral steady venues, and they’re run 
by great people to boot. There are a 
ton of really great bands in town as 
well, and namedropping them would 
take all day, but if we have to get 
specific, we have some great friends 
in Joint D*, Young And In the Way, 
Late Bloomer, Meat Group, Towering 
Pyre, and Paint Fumes, who all have 
releases available. 


What are your day jobs? 

Rob is a kindergarten teacher, I work 
an office job for a local nonprofit, 

Dave screenprints, and Hunter has a 
restaurant job. Not the punkest of 
jobs, but we get by. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands you’d 
like to mention? 

No Power is the primary band for all 
of us at this point. With the excep¬ 
tion of Hunter, who is playing in his 
first band, the rest of us have all 
played in some pretty embarrassing 
bands at some point. We’ll let those 
skeletons stay in the closet, though. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

Concentrating on releasing this LP, 
several more Charlotte shows this 
summer, and an NYC show in July. 

We can be contacted directly at 
nopowerclt@gmail.com. Our 7”s are 
fairly close to being gone, but last I 
checked, Velted Regnub, Sorry State, 
RevHQ, Self Aware, and Inkblot still 
had at least a few copies of one or 
both of our releases. As far as over¬ 
seas goes, Crucificados Pelo Sistema 
has the Euro folks covered, Live Fast 
Die Drunk has Australia covered, and 
Record Shop Base in Tokyo has Japan 
covered. 

Final words? 

Anarchy, Chaos, Destruction. Thanks, 
Will! 

QQ 






SECTARIAN 

VIOLENCE 


Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form so far away 
from each other? 

I’m Nick and I sing for the band and 
I’m from Washington D.C., Pat from 
the South Coast of England plays 
guitar, Andy from the South Coast of 
England also plays guitar, Tom from 
Liverpool plays drums, and Staffan 
from Gothenburg, Sweden plays bass. 
Staffan organized an edge-day show 
in Gothenburg in 2010. All of our 
other bands played it together and 
we all hung out after the show and 
kind of clicked. They were all cool 
dudes and one thing led to another. 
Next thing I knew, I was recording vo¬ 
cals for a demo and sending it back to 
them. Then, after that, we tested out 
the waters with a U.K. weekend. That 
went well. Then we did a European 
tour. Then a U.S. tour. Here we are! 

Where do you draw your influences/ 
what motivates you musically as a 
band? 

I would say that the influences are 
kind of all over the place, since we 
all listen to different stuff and come 
from all over. To keep it brief, I would 
say that we are influenced by early 
‘80s fast USHC and throw in a hard 
edge with that. 

How were the Euro and U.S. tours? 
Any mishaps? Any amazing bands 
you saw or played with? 

Both tours were awesome, although 
extremely different. The European 
tour was consistent with the Europe- 
IOO _ 


an hardcore DIY touring experience. 
All the shows were highly organized, 
there were few surprises, we were 
paid very well and the reaction we 
got was great. There were no real 
mishaps on this one. We just had a 
blast. We played with some excellent 
bands ... Not Afraid, Violent Reaction, 
Gasmask Terror, and many, many 
more. It was great. The U.S. tour was 
also great, but in a different way. 

We had no idea what to expect, as 
we are relatively unknown over here 
aside from the EP on Grave Mistake. 

It went very well, though. Some of 
the shows were hit-or-miss, we got a 
few flat tires, but we still obviously 
had a great time. The generosity and 
hard work of the promoters and hosts 
is extremely appreciated! 








What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Right now, we have a 7” on Grave 
Mistake Records and a demo tape 
called Conflict Of Interest on Bleed¬ 
ing Edges Tapes (U.S.A.) and CTW 
(U.K.) We recorded for a new 12” 
for Grave Mistake/CTW records at 
the end of the tour. This should 
be out early 2013. We’re really 
pumped for that! 

Tell me about straight edge and 
its influence on your band. 

Straight edge is extremely impor¬ 
tant to all of us. It’s definitely a 
driving force behind this band. We 
all knew that we wanted the band 
to be straight edge from our original 
conversation about what we wanted 
to do. It’s something we want to 
identify with and promote. 

What are your day jobs? 

I do freelance economic writing and 
marketing work. I work for myself, 
but I’ll probably end up getting a 
‘real’ job again soon. Staffan works 
at a Volvo factory. Tom recently quit 
his job as a loan shark in Liverpool 


to tour. Andy quit his job in a hard¬ 
ware store to tour as well. Basically, 
we’re full-time quitters. Except for 
Pat. He is working on his Ph.D. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 

We all play in other bands. Staffan is 
in Stay Hungry. Pat is in Inherit and 
Wayfarer. Andy is in Wayfarer. Tom is 
in The Zipcodes and Violent Reac¬ 
tion. I also play in Coke Bust. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

We will definitely have this 12” out 
on Grave Mistake by early next year. 
We hope to do more touring abroad. 
Who knows when or where ... but it 
will happen. You can get our releas¬ 
es from Grave Mistake Records and 
countless other distros and indepen¬ 
dent music outlets. You can keep up 
with us here: http://sectarianxvio- 
lence.blogspot.com/ and contact us 
here: sectarianxviolence@gmail.com 

Final words? 

Hardcore rules. Thanks for the inter¬ 
view and letting us crash with you, 
Will. A 




Please introduce your band, No¬ 
lan. How did your band form? 

Chris and I decided to start jamming 
a few months after I returned from 
a short stay in Australia. Mutual 
affinity for the fast and slow. Tim 
came to us on a silver platter after 
our first bassist left. 

Where do you draw your influenc- 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Starting out, we definitely set goals 
for songs in terms of bands we 
enjoy, but over the past two years, 
have been more driven by chal¬ 
lenging our own abilities and ideas 
of what is typically expected of 
‘grindcore’. 

How has touring been? Any mis¬ 
haps? Any amazing bands you saw 
or played with? 

Touring’s gone well, besides the fact 
it doesn’t happen often enough. 
Nothing catastrophic yet. It was a 
real treat getting to watch Tene¬ 
ment every night over our two-week 
winter stint. Backslider, Triac, 
Shitstorm, PHF, and SFN are always 
favorites. 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Still got the demo 7” and the Mind 
As Prison split 7”. Split LP with 
Triac will hopefully be available be¬ 
fore summer’s passed, and our side 
for a split 5” with Shitstorm has 
' ieen recorded. Looks like we’ll be 
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doing an EP with Rorschach before 
starting on a full-length. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Experimental freedom. 

What are shows like in your area? 
Any new bands around there that 
need to be heard? 

Shows in D.C. have been getting 
more interesting ... lots of younger 
folks coming out, and in turn, young- 
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er bands. I’ve been consistently ex¬ 
cited about lisa and State Violence. 
The Tender Thrill is a more recent 
band featuring Jake, the drummer of 
Triac. Great stuff. Not fast. 

What are your day jobs? 

Print shop during the day, print shop 
at night. 

How do you do that power stance? 
How does Tim get his voice that 
deep? How does Chris play drums 
ana sing at the same time? 

Tim’s secret is scissors and Chris’s 
hair does the work for him. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands you’d 
like to mention? 

My old band was named after a ma¬ 
chine that dispensed concentrated 
juices. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

An LP ... deep in the future. 
malokul202@gmail.com for contacts. 
Merch and records available at 
malokul. blogspot. com. 
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Please introduce your band, Mike. 
How did your band form? 

We are BearTrap from Stoughton, 
Massachusetts. I wrote four songs 
in my basement in the winter of 
2007 and recorded a demo. Then, 
sat around for awhile; we played 
our first show April 10th, 2008. Ever 
since, I’ve written all the songs, and 
had my friends come on tour with 
me and play them. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Honestly, I wanted to play as fast as 
possible. From a lyrical standpoint, 
it’s anger - whether it be at myself 
(most of the songs), or something/ 
someone else. One new song is about 
an X-Files episode, too. 


cool. We had never been and I didn’t 
know what to expect. Some people 
even knew the words to our songs. Of 
course, there were bad shows, too - 
but overall, it was an awesome tour. 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

We have released a demo, a tape, 
and two 7-inches (“Fueled By Self- 
Hate” and “Nailed Shut”, both of 
which also had tape runs; all are 
out-of-print). We have a new record 
called “Sleep Eradication” coming 
out on To Live A Lie Records. We also 
have a tape run of that currently out 
now. We have a four-way split coming 
out in Australia soon, and we will be 
on the To Live A Lie 100th Release 
Compilation. 


BearTrap goes on tour constantly 

- tell me about that. Any mishaps? 
Any amazing bands you saw or 
played with? How is touring in 
Europe? 

I try to stay on the road as much as 
I can. I don’t have anything keep¬ 
ing me home. A lot of mishaps: 
from being stranded in Northern 
California with no transmission for a 
week, then driving straight from San 
Francisco to Omaha, Nebraska; to 
being on the border of Greece and 
Turkey, and having a cop full-on grab 
my dick like he was weighing it. We 
have played with tons of great bands 

- too many to name. On this tour, we 
are playing with Power Trip, Mind¬ 
less, Heartless, and Dead In The Dirt, 
spread across three days in Texas. 

As far as Europe goes, it was really 



Tell me what DIY means to you. 

DIY isn’t really “Doing It Yourself” 
(haha). I’ve called in a lot of favors 
from friends, but they were all DIY - 
so, it’s more “Do It Together”. 

What are shows like in your area? 
Any new bands around there that 
need to be heard? 

Shows in Massachusetts can be really 
awesome, but everyone is pretty 
clique-y, and a lot of people have 
shitty attitudes - not a lot of cross¬ 
over of styles. Sometimes I love it; 
sometimes I hate it. 

What is your day job? 

No full-time job; I used to be a 
welder, and saved a lot of money do- 






ing that. Now I do odd jobs/Craig- 
slist shit. When I was home last, I 
cleaned a friend’s parents’ house 
and painted it; that helped a lot. I 
landscape from time-to-time, and 
I always go through my shit con¬ 
stantly and sell most of it. 

Do any of you play in other 
bands? Any embarrassing past 
bands you’d like to mention? 

I play in a shoegaze band called 
Procession (www. procession. band- 
camp.com), and no, I’ve never 
been in an embarrassing band ... 
ever. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

New 7” on To Live A Lie; four-way 
Australian split on Arrest Records; 
a song on the To Live A Lie 100th 
Anniversary Comp. That’s it re- 
cord-wise right now. We are gonna 
finish this full U.S. tour, and then 
maybe do Australia in early 2013. 






Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

We’re Torch Runner from Greens¬ 
boro, NC: Rob/me (bass/vocals), 
Scott (guitar), and Josh (drums). 
Scott and Josh had been playing 
together for a little while before 
Torch Runner started. At the time, 
Scott lived in southern Virginia, 
so they would practice at Josh’s 
parents’ house, which was the 
halfway point between them ... at 
some point, I guess they decided 
to put a name to it and try to find 
a bass player and a singer. A close 
friend that I’d been in another band 
with told me about them, so we 
both tried out - him on bass, and 
me on vocals. Luckily, they liked us 
both, so we became a full band and 
started writing more music in late 
2007. Between then and the spring 
of 2011, we went through a couple 
changes, which eventually led us to 
becoming a three-piece (with me on 
bass). 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/ what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Obviously, we all get ideas from 
music that we hear, but I think what 
motivates us all more than anything 
is seeing other bands/people in the 
scene work hard. It’s so humbling 
to me to see people bust their asses 
and spend all of their money to fur¬ 
ther this DIY culture that we share, 
and it’s even crazier that it spans 
all the way across the world. If we 
got our motivation from cool music 
alone, I’m sure we would have 

^stopped a long time ago. 
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What are the politics of Torch 
Runner? You seem to have a lot of 
good banter when onstage and a 
lot to say. 

While I’m sure I wouldn’t have any 
problem going on a thirty-minute 
rant about any one of our songs, 

I think every single theme can be 
deconstructed down to one con¬ 
stant that we all believe in - which 
is the absolute equality of every 
person. This is very obvious through 
our songs about racism/sexism/ 
homophobia, and I don’t think it’s 
a far reach at all to relate issues of 
inequality to religion, class stature, 
or feeling helpless and run down. 

How was your tour up North? Any 
mishaps? Any amazing bands you 
saw or played with? 

The tour that we just went on was 
really great. We went out with our 
new friends in Bacchus (Ireland), 
and it couldn’t have gone much 
better. It’s been a really long time 
since we took our time on a full 
East Coast tour. We had such an 
obsession with going West for a 
really long time that I think we 
kind of forgot how great an East 
Coast tour can be (with all of the 
awesome cities and short drives). 
The biggest mishap - perhaps the 
mishap of all mishaps - is that the 
drummer of Bacchus broke his col¬ 
lar bone on one of the last days of 
the tour. Those dudes don’t get to 
skate very much, so every chance 
we had, they always wanted to 
borrow our boards and nervously 
shred whatever public skatepark we 
were close to. The drummer (Tom), 




in particular, loved skating in parks 
because he’s a surfer back home. 
This quickly manifested into bomb¬ 
ing hills ... which is what led him to 
speed wobbles ... which is what led 
him to rolling off of the board on 
a remote country road and having 
to hobble back to find us with his 
bruised, broken, and bloody body. 

He hung out for the next two days 
with a sling around one arm and a 
beer in the other, until we got a call 
and found out that his x-rays were 
showing that his break was much 
more of a big deal than we origi¬ 
nally thought. We then had to do 
an overnight drive to a Philadelphia 
rent-a-car which closed at 2 a.m. 
(we got there about 1:55), and Bac¬ 
chus continued to drive to New York 
so they could catch an early flight 
home and Tom could get immediate 
surgery. Crazy shit. 

We did - and always do - end up 
playing with so many awesome 
bands. The ones that I remember 
off the top of my head that really 
left a lasting impression would have 
to be Pray For Teeth from Pitts¬ 
burgh, Ex-Breathers from Tallahas¬ 
see, Dead In The Dirt/Dogs In The 
Daddy from Atlanta, Curmudgeon 


from Boston, and Skvlt from West¬ 
ern Massachusetts. 

What releases do you have out? 
Please tell us about the new LP. 

We have four releases as of right 
now. The first one was a CD-only, 
six-song EP on Closed Casket Activi¬ 
ties called Colony. It’s six of the 
first seven songs we wrote, and it 
was pretty much our demo. Our 
second release was Locust Swarm, 
a 10” on Communitas ... after that, 
we had a split 7” on Headfirst! 
Records. And now, finally, our new¬ 
est record on To Live A Lie/Com- 
munitas, called Committed To The 
Ground. I can say with no question 
that we are all the most proud of 
this new record. We couldn’t be 
more stoked on how everything 
came out, and I think that we’re 
finally all on the same page with 
exactly what we want to do. This 
record is definitely faster than our 
others, and we’re only continuing 
in that direction. 









Tell me what DIY means to you. 

I’ve erased and restarted answering 
this question three times so far. I’m 
not nearly eloquent enough to cap¬ 
ture what DIY means to me without 
taking up entirely too much space, 
but more than anything, I love how 
enriched the punk community is 
because of overwhelming participa- 
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tion and support. It’s so amazing to 
me that people put forward their 
own time/money/energy/talents for 
the sake of supplementing (and, in 
turn, improving) a community that 
they love. It’s so humbling to know 
that I could go almost anywhere 
the entire world and be able to 


find a community of people like 
me, and it all comes from a devo¬ 
tion and fervor for the DIY ethic. 
We’re so united through the belief 
that we can do things to benefit 
ourselves by ourselves, and there 
are no ulterior motives. In fact, the 
people that are in it for other rea¬ 
sons always seem to stand out like 
a sore thumb. Ultimately, I believe 
that DIY is the ultimate “fuck you” 
to every other kind of organization 
that is based on religion/politics/ 
etc. - because we’re actually doing 
it. No one is telling us what direc¬ 
tion to go in, and we sure as fuck 
don’t have a leader. But somehow, 
there is a worldwide community 
that can make shit work. 

What are shows like in your area? 
Any new bands around Greensboro 
that need to be heard? 

Greensboro has been going through 
a bit of a rough patch lately, but I’m 
so stoked to say that it seems like 
we’re making our way back out of 
it. For awhile, we were losing show 
space after show space, and for 
a very brief minute, there wasn’t 
even a place to play. I person¬ 
ally had to cancel 4-5 shows I had 
booked for touring bands, because 
there wasn’t anywhere for them 
to play at all. That really sucked. 

A couple places have sprung up, 
though, and show attendance seems 
to be steadily growing. There are 
a handful of new bands in Greens¬ 
boro, as well, like Retina and Meth 
Cooker. Bands/talk-of-bands seem 
to be popping up a lot around here 
lately, so I’m really excited to see 
what the future will hold for our 
community in Greensboro. 

What are your day jobs? 

We’re all lucky enough to work for 
ourselves in one form or another. 
Josh is a screen printer, and stays 
super-busy. Scott is a woodworker, 
and he also does some job-by-job 
stuff at a local furniture consign¬ 
ment place. Right now, he’s helping 
them build/tear down walls in the 







new building that they bought. And 
I’m a personal trainer, so I’m in a 
gym listening to Top 20 radio for 
too many hours a day. We all really 
like what we do when we’re home, 
so it makes it manageable for when 
we’re not touring. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands 
you’d like to mention? 

Scott has recently started playing 
with some dudes that are in one of 
our favorite local bands (called Sys¬ 
tems), doing some slow, heavy shit. 
But other than that, we just stick 
to Torch Runner. We actually have a 
joke zombie-themed powerviolence 
band called Pinto Brains. We don’t 
play often at all... usually 2-3 times 
a year. It’s just the three of us with 
some instruments switched around. 

I play guitar, and I can’t fucking do 
that for shit. So it makes it interest¬ 
ing. 

Scott didn’t start playing in bands 
early enough to have any with 
absolutely ridiculous names, but 
Josh’s first band was called Kid 
Wicked. Their ace-in-the-hole was 
a “Nervous Breakdown” cover. My 
first band was called Tripstar, which 
we later changed to the much more 
Tooth & Nail name of Ten Second 
Decision. We made extremely minor 
changes to MxPx songs and called 
them our own. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases 
or contact you? 

We spent a long time after our 10” 
came out focusing on nothing but 
touring, so consequently, we didn’t 
write a single song for a year-and-a- 
half. We hit the writing game pretty 
damn hard late last year, and that’s 
when we wrote most of the songs 
for Committed To The Ground. I 
think we’ll probably become way 
more balanced in the near future. 
We’ve already got four new songs 
that we’ve been putting the finish¬ 
ing touches on, so hopefully before 


too long, we’ll have more to put 
out. We’re so ridiculously stoked on 
our new record (Committed To The 
Ground - To Live a Lie/Communi- 
tas), and it’s already pretty widely 
available. You can find our 10” 
(Locust Swarm - Communitas), our 
split 7” (Headfirst! Records), and 
our first CD (Colony - Closed Casket 
Activities), on our Big Cartel. And 
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you can always get at us on 
Facebook, or torchrunner@gmail. 
com. We love talking to everyone. 


Final words? 



Skate easy. Cram burritos. 







Touring the States for two months 
was the greatest experience of our 
lives up to this point. We’ve done 
several other tours in the past, but 
this was the longest, and the one 
covering the most uncharted terri¬ 
tory ... the U.S. is such an amazing 
country, with so many diverse cul¬ 
tures; the amount of amazing people 
we met - and support we were shown 
- everywhere we went was truly 
mind-blowing. There’s no way to 
summarize it in a written paragraph. 
We are all completely addicted to 
touring at this point, and will be back 
on the road sooner rather than later. 

As for the van crash ... we’ve all told 
this story about five thousand times, 


Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

S.B.B. is Mark: guitar/vocals, Tyler: 
drums/vocals, and Bryan: vocals. 
Mark and Tyler literally learned to 
play music together and have been 
jamming since they were 13. S.B.B. 
started with just them as a one-off 
joke band - then, later, a real band 
(in more of a hardcore punk style). 
Eventually, Bryan joined and the 
band took more of a grindcore direc¬ 
tion; little has changed since then. 

Where do you draw your influences 
/what motivates you musically as 
a band? 

Musically: Napalm Death, Discor¬ 
dance Axis, Assuck, No Comment, 
Plutocracy, Crossed Out, Man Is The 
Bastard, Arsedestroyer, Agathocles, 
E.N.T., and countless other grind/ 
powerviolence/crust/fast, loud, 
and angry bands. In a more general 
sense, our music is also fueled by 
social/political corruption, having 
to work shitty jobs to survive, and 
feeling totally confused and hopeless 
towards the state of the world ... but 
we are also motivated by loving to 
play fast, destroying peoples’ ear¬ 
drums, making new friends, travel¬ 
ing, and the amazing international 
community based around DIY grind- 
core and punk in general. 

How was your tour down through 
America? Tell me about the van 
wreck. On a more positive note, 
any amazing bands you saw or 
played with? 





but here goes again ... we were driv¬ 
ing down the highway in Michigan, 
on our way to a show in Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana, and all was normal - when 
suddenly, we heard a loud popping 
noise (the sound of a tire explod¬ 
ing) and, before we knew it, our van 
was spinning out-of-control down the 
highway. We eventually skidded off 
into the median and flipped multiple 
times, totaling our van in the process. 
Amazingly, we emerged mostly with¬ 
out any serious injuries sustained. 
Mark’s leg got a chunk taken out of it, 
forcing him to undergo surgery, and 
Bryan’s foot got crushed in between 
the dashboard and the side of the van 
(the paramedics had to use the “jaws 
of life” to free it), which resulted in 
a sprained ankle ... fortunately, we 
had travel insurance, and avoided any 
horrific medical bills. Everyone else 
in the van suffered some cuts and 
bruises, but was relatively unharmed. 
Our dear friends in Agitate and Lt. 
Dan, who we were touring with at 
the time, saw the wrecked van on 
the road and completely had our 
backs to the greatest extent possible, 
making sure our gear/belongings got 
to Ft. Wayne and picking us up from 
the hospital. We stayed the night 
there at Harrison House, and the 
following day, we were driven to The 
Leathershop in Lima, OH, where we 
stayed for about ten days while we 
recovered: hung out with the Piz- 
zahifive dudes and other Lima grind¬ 


ers; drank and smoked ourselves 
into oblivion; eventually, bought 
a new van (thanks to donations 
from people all over the world - to 
anyone who donated to us, we are 
forever in your debt), and caught 
up with the tour in Baltimore. 
Needless to say, we were incredibly 
lucky, and things could have been 
so much worse - our gear and LPs 
all emerged surprisingly intact, and 
more importantly, so did our lives. 
How much everybody did to help us 
out (especially the Lima folks) was 
seriously inspiring and the sort of 
thing that renews one’s faith in this 
community we’re all a part of. 

As for amazing bands we saw, this 
list could go forever... Agitate, Lt. 
Dan, Cokskar, Pizzahifive, Neon 
Hole, Water Torture, Total Hipster 
Crusher, Sick/Tired, Sea Of Shit, 
Hitokiri, Na’kay, Chronic Demise, 
D.O.C., Napalm Raid, Ancient 
Torture Techniques, Abuse., Bastard 
Deceiver, Radiation, Cannabass, 
Hoax, Mauser, Chest Pain, Decayed 
Race, Mass Grave, Hatred Surge, 
Gas Chamber, Agents Of Abhor¬ 
rence (plus way too many more 
bands at Chaos In Tejas), Laughing 
Dog, Biocidio, Malpractice Insur¬ 
ance, Happy Pill Trauma, Bridge, 
BruceXCampbell, Runamuck, Mag¬ 
got Colony, Stapled Shut, Sordo, 
Chetwrecker, D.H.C, MRSA, Stares, 
Your Enemy, Ordstro, Godstomper 
(for a whole one-and-a-half songs) M 
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Wake The Machines, T.A.D.R.A.E.V., 
Hummingbird Of Death, Roskopp, 
Bloody Phoenix, Transient; doubt¬ 
lessly more that I’m forgetting. As 
a result of the van crash, we had to 
miss shows with Gowl, Misanthropic 
Noise, and Backslider, which was a 
gigantic bummer - but just means 
we have to make our way back to 
the East Coast as soon as possible. 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Discography so far (excluding a few 
early CD-Rs and tapes, of which a 
very small handful of copies are 
floating around): 

“Testosterone Effect” a.k.a. “You 
Will Consume ... “ Demo 7” (origi¬ 
nally a CD-R, has two different cov¬ 
ers, long gone) 

Descent Into Nothing Cassette 
(sold/mostly given away for free on 
our cross-Canada tour, long gone) 

US Tour 2011 Cassette (features all 
tracks from the Arch split recording 
session and the Demo 7”, gone) 

Split 7” with Archagathus (we’re 
down to our last few copies, but 
you can find it in distros) 

Self-Titled LP (we’re sold out, but 
you can get it from many places 
including the illustrious To Live A Lie 
Records ... if he ever opens his web- 
store back up). Thanks to Brendan 
Schieman for the amazing artwork 
on our LP. KILL BUDDY! 

Coming soon: 

V/A - Work Sleep Die Cassette 
(feat. Obacha, Pizzahifive, Violent 
Gorge, P.L.F., Lt. Dan, Cokskar, Pau¬ 
cities + more) 

Split 7” with Agitate (any labels 
interested in helping with this, get 
in touch!) 

Split 7” with band TBA (don’t ask 
us if your band can be on the other 
side - we’ll ask you) 

S/T LP (repress) 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Not giving a shit about money, do¬ 
ling whatever you can to contribute 
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to the international network of 
friends (be it making music, booking 
shows, making zines, or just go¬ 
ing to shows and being stoked) for 
the sheer love of doing it, playing 
tiny cramped house shows, meeting 
like-minded people and striving in 
our own little way to create a piece 
(however tiny) of social change that 
just might open peoples’ eyes to a 
better way of living life. Fuck Scion 
and any other corporate assholes 
trying to use us for their own per¬ 
sonal gain, fuck so-called DIY bands 
trying to use us as a stepping stone 
to sign with Earache Records or 
something and ‘make it big’, fuck 
fashion punks. 

What are shows like in your area 
of Canada? Any new bands around 
there that need to be heard? 

B.C. has a really amazing thing 
going on these days. Our city, 
Victoria, has a smaller scene and is 
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hindered by being on an island and 
thus requiring an expensive ferry to 
get to, but we bring as many tour¬ 
ing bands as possible through and 
they are consistently (and extremely) 
well-supported - it’s not an uncom¬ 
mon occurrence for touring bands to 
tell us Victoria was the best show of 
their tour. Vancouver is the hub of 
where most excitement is happen¬ 
ing; there are countless rad venues 
(several houses and a variety of 
other DIY spaces), amazing bands and 
awesome people consistently com¬ 
ing out of there - it’s the kind of city 
where you could go to a cool show 
almost every night if you wanted to. 
Squamish is a tiny mountain town 45 
minutes north of Vancouver where all 
the kids love grind and fastcore; more 
and more touring bands are passing 
through there, and it’s the location of 
an amazing annual (or now bi-annual) 
outdoor fest known simply as Fast- 
core Fest where bands from all over 
Canada and the U.S. play a genera¬ 
tor-powered show in the middle of 
the woods on a native reserve, and 
everybody camps out afterwards. 
Kamloops is another small town (four 
hours east of Vancouver) with a small 
and primarily very young scene also 
full of awesome people; shows there 
usually take place at the Little Big 
House which has been holding punk 
shows forever and shows no signs of 
stopping anytime soon. Fast bands 
(old and new) worth checking out 
who are presently active include Oba- 
cha, Shooting Spree, Iskra, Ahna, Osk, 
Mass Grave, Bridgeburner, Violent 
Restitution, Skuff, Cooked And Eaten, 
Soy, Bungus, Write Off, and as always 
probably more I’m forgetting. 

What are your day jobs? 

Tyler works in the produce depart¬ 
ment at a grocery store, Mark does 
gardening/landscaping, and Bryan is 
perpetually hopping from job-to-job. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands you’d 
like to mention? 


At present, none of us have any other 
bands fully-formed enough to be wor¬ 
thy of mention here (although Bryan 
makes harsh noise under the name 
Throbbing Continuum Of Fuck). Past 
bands have included Cyborg Justice 
(Tyler + Bryan’s grind band pre- 
S.B.B.); Stegosaurus Beach Defense 
(Mark’s old fastcore band, hated in 
Victoria and Vancouver, but dearly 
loved in Squamish); Wayne Powerman 
(Mark and Tyler’s high school punk 
rock band, influenced by Nirvana/ 
NOFX/Blink-182 - bands we still love, 
by the way); Footsies (Tyler’s indie 
rock band - way more popular locally 
than S.B.B. has been during their 
lifespan), and countless other Mark 
and Tyler basement projects that 
never saw the light of day. We are 
embarrassed by none of these. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

More new songs, more touring, more 
records, more creation of awesome, 
hazy, alcohol-drenched memories. 

Our releases are in DIY distros world¬ 
wide; you can get the LP from any 
of the labels who helped release it: 
Witch Bukakke Records (France), 

Third Eye Grind Records (New York), 
Midnight Sea Records (California), 
Incursion Records (Washington), Hash- 
crimes Collective (California), Black 
Raven Records (B.C.), Black Banana 
Records (B.C.), Pickledick Records 
(Michigan), and, of course, To Live A 
Lie Records (North Carolina)... we can 
be reached via sixbrewbantha@gmail. 
com; we love trading records if we’re 
not too broke to pay Canada Post’s 
obnoxiously high prices, and if your 
band is interested in coming to B.C. 
and doesn’t suck, please feel free to 
hit us up for show help! 

Final words? 

Thanks for the interview and awe¬ 
some label you run, 
ing and stay punk. 


Will! Keep grind- 
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Please introduce your band, Nik. 
How did your band form? 

We are The Kill: Jay - Blast; Roby - 
Axe; Nik - Abuse. The band formed 
around 2000 after Jay and Roby’s 
previous band Open Wound finished. 
They did stuff with other vocalists 
for a few years, then split up for 
a few years, then reformed, and I 
joined in 2008. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Old Napalm Death and Judas Priest, 
of course! Blastbeats, thrash riffs 
played really fast, pissed-off vocals. 
We all listen to lots of different 
kinds of music, but (generally) all 
agree on what we think makes for 
good grindcore. 

How was touring the U.S.? Any 
mishaps? Any amazing bands you 
saw or played with? How was 
Maryland Death Fest? 

The tour was heaps of fun. You 
couldn’t get a better host than our 
driver, the infamous Jason Wade, 
roponent of glitter and the hot¬ 


test man-ass in the U.S. The smaller 
shows we played were my favourite 
part - cool venues and really nice 
people. Everyone was really hospi¬ 
table and seeing killer bands like 
Shitstorm, Noisear, Cripple Bastards, 
The Communion, and Magrudergrind 
in bars and DIY venues was unreal. I 
don’t like festivals much, but seeing 
bands I’ve liked for a long time like 
L.D.O.H., Machetazo, Doom, and 
Dropdead at MDF was great. Playing 
there was a wild experience, with 
a mad crowd (and the Mosh Brigade 
throwing glowsticks and inflatable 
shit everywhere). No mishaps, really 
- unless you count our drunken mate 
Super Fun Happy Brad getting naked 
and kangaroo-hopping across the 
stage during our set! 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

Recent releases that are currently 
available are the Hate Sessions CD, 
which compiles the old demo and 
The Soundtrack To Your Violence 
recordings from before I joined 
the band. Then there’s the Blast 
Beat’n The Shit Outta PBS CD still 
available. These were all released 





on Roby’s label Blastasfuk. Coming 
up, we have the Make ‘Em Suffer 
full-length CD on Blastasfuk (LP 
version on To Live A Lie Records); 
split 7” EPs with Captain Cleanoff 
(Aus), Mortalized (Jap), and Lycan- 
throphy (Czech); a 3-way split with 
Antigama (Pol) and Noisear (USA); 
and a split 5” with White Eyes (DE). 
Crikey! Keep an eye on the Blastas¬ 
fuk website for info on all those - 
blastasfuk. blogspot.com. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

To me, it’s exactly as it implies - if 
you’re involved in unpopular music, 
you just gotta do it yourself! It’s 
about passionate people making 
things happen purely because they 
love it. Making money is irrelevant. 
If anything, you’re probably gonna 
lose money (or maybe break even) 
if you make a record, or a zine, 
or organize a show/tour, etc., and 
people know that - but they do 
it anyway, because they love it. I 
think that’s what separates under¬ 
ground music scenes from others. 

What are shows like in Australia? 
Any new bands around there that 
need to be heard? Is there a lot of 
grindcore over there? 

It varies a lot. Over the last ten 
years, there have been heaps of 


great bands - some are still around; 
others aren’t. Same with venues. 

The scene is pretty incestual in 
Melbourne, with lots of people 
playing in several bands. There are 
grind and hardcore shows happening 
pretty regularly here, and The Kill 
play about once a month (or so). Gig 
turnouts are usually pretty good, and 
the crowds are pretty chilled-out. No 
kung fu moshing; more just drinking 
and enjoying the tunes. A cool new 
band to check out is Headless Death 
(members of Roskopp (Aus)), and 
I’m sure most grind lovers should be 
aware of Internal Rot - totally ball¬ 
tearing stuff! 

What are your day jobs? 

Jay works for a book distributor and 
recently started wearing a collared 
shirt to work (holy shit!). But he still 
listens to ‘eavy metal in the car on 
his way there. Roby paints houses 
and tries not to fall off the ladder 
while air-guitaring to Judas Priest on 
his iPod. I try not to cut my fingers 
off making furniture while listening 
to drum’n’bass and Purulent Sperm- 
canal on my iPod. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands 
like to mention? 







Final words? 

Thanks heaps for the interest and the 
interview, mate. And brutal mega¬ 
cheers to everyone who makes and 
supports underground music, buys 
releases, goes to gigs, and all that 
top stuff. 


moslop. It’s possible some of Jay’s 
old bands from the ‘90s might be a 
bit embarrassing, but thankfully, I 
can’t remember any of their names! 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

I’m really looking forward to all 
these releases getting out and doing 
some launch shows. Don’t know what 
will happen after that! For info on 
our releases and contact info, go 
to the Blastasfuk site - blastasfuk. 
blogspot.com, or my site, which is 
at: letsnoise.blogspot.com. Blastas¬ 
fuk snail mail/promo address: 

BAF / P.O. Box 3520 / Caroline 
Springs/ Melbourne / Victoria / 

3023 


Australia 

1A 


Jay recently started a new hardcore/ 
punk rock-ish kinda band (I think), 
and he occasionally plays in other 
punk bands like Mid-Youth Crisis who 
have been around for yeeeeeeeaaars. 
I play in a few other grind and noise 
bands like Super Fun Happy Slide, 
Umbilical Tentacle, Fucked, and also 
do solo noise under the name Spas- 










FRIENDS 


, JL ^ 

*T ' " ' ^S. ..._ \ 



* .»r -•« 

/ 














Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

We are Street Pizza from Richmond, 
Virginia. The three of us went to see 
In Disgust and Coke Bust play at Nara 
Sushi in the spring of 2009. We spoke 
that night about wanting to play raw, 
fast, and intense music in the vein 
of those bands. We were all very in¬ 
spired that night. Street Pizza began 
practicing 3-4 times a week almost 
immediately after verbally starting 
the band. 

Where do you draw your influenc¬ 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

Nath is heavily influenced by late 
‘80s and early/mid ‘90s hardcore 
and thrash. Joe brings a more psych/ 
sludge dynamic to the music. Eric is 
largely influenced by the evil side of 
grind (think Insect Warfare). We all 
come from a technical metal back- 
so that’s where you get all 
time signatures and such. 


Have you toured any as a band? Any 
amazing bands you saw or played 
with? 

Honestly, we don’t get out enough, 
but we have done a few short tours. 
With our upcoming releases, we hope 
to see some road time!!! We have had 
the pleasure and privilege to share 
the stage with some of our favorite 
bands in the genre!! We have played 
with Despise You, Magrudergrind, 
Laughing Dog, Catheter, Noisear, 
Phobia, Triac, ACxDC, Voetsek, Sup¬ 
pression, Shitstorm, Torche, Weekend 
Nachos, Backslider, Iron Lung, Mutila¬ 
tion Rites, SFN, and many more that 
escape our memory. It has been a 
great run so far! 

What releases do you have out, 
or what do you have planned to 
release soon? 

As of now, we have the Street Pizza 
Demo CD (out-of-print, with our O.G. 
lead singer), Street Pizza Cancer¬ 
ous Planet CD, and also have a track 
on the Short Fast & Loud: 10 Year 
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Anniversary 10”. We have two up¬ 
coming split 7”s - one with Ancient 
Torture Techniques (VA Beach), and 
the details for the other split are in 
the works. We also have a track on 
the upcoming To Live A Lie Volume II 
Comp., which we are honored to be a 
part of. Thanks, Will!!! 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

Our beliefs in the DIY ethic are very 
important to us as musicians. Do the 
hard work of promoting local shows 
to help fellow touring bands as well 
as your own band. You can only hope 
the favor will be appreciated and 
returned when your band needs the 
help. 

What are shows like in RVA? Any 
new bands around there that need 
to be heard? Seems like there is a 
new breed of powerviolence sprout¬ 
ing up with Barge and Meth Lab. 

We are spoiled rotten with how many 
great bands tour through Richmond, 
and our superb roster of local bands. 
There are shows almost every night 
and the mix of shows/bands is highly 
varied. There’s something for every¬ 
one. The new breed of fast hardcore 
in RVA is top notch. Meth Lab and 
Barge rule! Some other new favorites 
of ours are Humungus, Un/Sacred, 
Devils Hand, Pissheads, Orgasm, 
Degeneracy, Old Shame, and Organ 
Donor. 

What are your day jobs? 

Nath cooks at Whole Foods, Joe 
sells distilled spirits for the Com¬ 
monwealth of VA/works the door at 


Strange Matter (best venue in RVA), 
and Eric does odd jobs here and 
there. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands you’d 
like to mention? 

Joe plays bass for RVA metal champi¬ 
ons Inter Arma. Nath plays trumpet, 
banjo, and mandolin in an experi¬ 
mental folk band called Lobo Marino, 
guitar in an instrumental soul/funk 
group, and also plays drums in an¬ 
other grind/noise project. All three of 
us played in the experimental/metal 
band Jefferson Plane Crash at some 
point. Eric is working on material 
for a new three piece grind/violence 
project with members of fellow RVA 
fast bands Comfort and Balaclava. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

SxPx will always grind on, but as 
of now, we are taking a break from 
playing as often to focus on other 
endeavors. All band operations will 
commence in a few months time, and 
we intend to come back stronger than 
ever. We should have a Bandcamp up 
shortly where all songs will stream 
for free and merchandise can be or¬ 
dered. Until then feel free to contact 
us at streetpizzaparty@gmail.com. 

Final words? 

Thanks to our amazing local music 
community and to anyone who has 
helped or supported us along the way. 
BONEZONE R.I.P. “Holy Shit” chants 
for life! 
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Please introduce your band. How 
did your band form? 

My name is Connor and I play drums. 
Trevor sings, Mike and Jeff play gui¬ 
tar. and Alex plays bass. We formed 
in the summer of 2011 when Mike 
asked me to jam with him. We went 
over some riffs he had been work¬ 
ing on, and started practicing with 
Trevor and Jeff almost immediately. 
Alex came into the picture in De¬ 
cember so that Jeff could switch 
from bass to guitar. 

Where do you draw your influenc- 
es/what motivates you musically 
as a band? 

I’d say we all have fairly diverse 
musical tastes, but as Lung Matter, 

I’d say we’re influenced by modern 
hardcore bands more than anything. 
While we’re not a straight edge 
band, we definitely take some influ¬ 
ence from bands of that style, like 
Gorilla Biscuits. As a band, I think 
we’re all super motivated to keep 
playing music simply because we 
fucking love hardcore. If I wasn’t 
flaying in bands, I have no idea what 

Have you toured at all as a band? 

Nope. We’ve played in Richmond, 

VA, Raleigh, Charlottesville, VA, 
Greensboro, and Boone, but we 
haven’t been able to tour due to 
work and school schedules. All the 
normal bullshit setbacks. 





What releases do you have out, or 
what do you have planned to re¬ 
lease soon? Tell me about the new 
record. 

We only have a tape out right now, 
but soon our “Sever All Ties” EP will 
be out on Headfirst Records. It’s a lot 
better than our demo, and I think it 
represents what we were going for 
as a band much more than the demo 
did. Two guitars, better production, 
seven songs, ten minutes, fuckin’ 
hahdcore. 

Tell me what DIY means to you. 

For me, DIY gave me a sense of how 
much could be done by yourself. I 
used to think it would be impossible 
for me to book an entire tour, put 
out a record, or even book shows, 
but DIY and all the people involved 
have shown me that it’s all a mat¬ 
ter of how much effort you want to 
put into it. It also feels good to have 
something tangible - whether it be a 
show you ve put together or a demo 
tape your band has done - so that 
you can say, “I did this myself: I built 
this from nothing.” Pretty fucking 
awesome. 



What is your take on what shows 
are like in Raleigh? 

Raleigh is an awesome city because 
the “scene” here is really close. 

There aren’t as many people involved 
as there are in bigger cities like 
Boston or Chicago, but for the most 
part, everybody knows everyone and 
it’s not as cliquish as it could be. I’m 
not saying Raleigh is perfect, but 
I definitely like living here and we 
have more fucking awesome bands 
than anywhere else, so I can’t com¬ 
plain. 

What are your day jobs? 

I work at a music store, Mike de¬ 
livers pizzas, Alex works at Whole 
Foods, Jeff makes food at a smoothie 
place, and Trevor is unemployed and 
watches videos of animals attacking 
other animals all day. but he hopes to 
one day be employed at the almighty 
Chipotle. 

Do any of you play in other bands? 
Any embarrassing past bands you’d 
like to mention? 

I play drums in Last Words and 
Abuse., Jeff plays guitar in Strip- 
mines and Last Words, Alex sings 
for Abuse, and plays bass for Strip- 
mines, and Mike and Trevor are in the 
process of forming new bands that 
will definitely rip harder than my 
pants did in weightlifting class that 
one time. I don’t think we need to 
go into our embarrassing band pasts 
... I mean, Alex was in some legend¬ 
ary black metal bands when he was 
in high school, but everyone already 
knows that. 

What is in store for the future? 
Where can we find your releases or 
contact you? 

The future is ... NOTHING. We actu¬ 
ally broke up about a month ago. 

No hard feelings between any of 
the band members or anything like 
that - it was just time to throw in the 
towel. Look for our new record on 
Headfirst Records within the next few 
months, and if you want to contact 
us for whatever reason, email Mike- 
Deloatch@gmail.com. 

Final words? 

Listen to Get It Away by SSD every 
da Y- 
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A lot of us fall into hardcore/punk because we are awk¬ 


ward. I was no exception. I remain awkward to this day. 

I was the kid who mainly stood in the back at shows. I 
loved music, though, and still do. I went to show after 
show. As soon as I started taking pictures at shows, I 
felt less awkward; I felt a reason to go to the front. I 
had a reason to talk to more bands. I started to go to 
shows at the age of 14.1 took pictures of bands start¬ 
ing at the age of 15.1 started making zines around the 
same age. This book is a culmination of fifteen years of ■ 
learning photography slowly from film, and learning 
zinemaking from combining cut-up magazines with text 
from the computer - and it really is a journey that took 
me this long to produce. I never thought I’d get pub¬ 
lished; lots of love goes to my publisher for believing 
in me. This book has turned into a yearbook of friends. 
Thanks to all the bands, punk houses, people who book 
shows, people who took better pictures than me, and any¬ 
one who kept this feeling alive in me. 


This book is dedicated to DIY, 
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Fastcore Photos has been a three year OCD odyssey to 
capture the raw intensity of DIY hardcore punk, 
grindcore, and powerviolence shoWsin the Southeast. 
Photos range from OG pioneers such a£ DROPDEAD, 

7 SECONDS, and NEGATIVE APPROACH to newer 
favorites such as MAGRUDERGRIND, BACKSLIDER, and 
STRIPMINES to overseas greats like SLANG (Japan), 
NASHGUL (Spain), and THE KILL (Australia). Interviews, 
show reviews, and lots of love inside. 



‘The best shows go by in a blur of human limbs and riffs. Luckily, 
there’s photographers like Butler that have a well-trained eye for 
capturing the chaos, preserving those moments that you didn’t even 
realized happened until they’re over.” 

- Daryl Gussin, Razorcake 


‘Will’s quality photos make you feel like you’re right there at the show. 
The live reviews and interviews that accompany the visuals take it a 
step further, a heartfelt expression of Will’s passion for DIY hardcore. ” 
- Al Quint, Suburban Voice 
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